Pakistan offers Gulf peace plan 

ISLAMABAD (AP) — Prime Minister Nawaz Shaitf Monday proposed a 

*ix-poiiit peace plan to cod the 19-day-old Gulf war, his latest attempt 10 
stem mounting support for Iraq. Mr. Sharif is to leave earty 

BMt wek on his second peace misaion'to Algiers, LAya, Morocco and 
T uni si a. He vtaited sbr countries I ate last inoaifa. The prime minister 
coffined his plan to parliament. He called Cor a general ceasefire and 
withdrawal of Iraqi troops from Kuwait, followed by the removal of all 
foreign forces from the Gulf. He said these troops should be replaced by a 
combined force comprised of the Golf states. Mr. Sharif said a summit of 
I s lam i c : countries who are members of the Jeddab-based Organisation of 
Islamic Conference should be bekl to bring about peace in the region and 
solve its problems. He also said Mamie shrinea, «nr*nrfmg Three fa Iraq, 
should be declared as peace zones. He also said the problems of Kuwait, 
Palestine and Ka s h mir should be settled on the basis of LJ.N. mofutkna. 
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STDON (R) — Pro-Iraqi Palestinians will stop rocket attacks against 
Israel’s self-declared “security zone” in Sooth Lebanon, a senior official 
of the one of the groups said Monday. “The Palestinian groups have 
decided to stop the rocket attacks on the Zionist' enemy because the 
drawbacks outweigh the advantage s,” the official told Renters. Palesti- 
nian guerrillas, saying they were opening a new front in the Gulf war, last 
week fired Katyusha rockets for five days at Israel's border strip, canting 
no casualties. The official said the decision to stop was taken after a long 
meeting between leaders of the various Palestinian groups based in Sooth 
(Lebanon. “Instead of .the rocket attacks, all Palestinian factions wiE 
launch more guerrilla land operations, escalating the attacks will be to 
support the intifada in occupied Palestine and to track Iraq” he said. Israel 
retafiated for the rockets by pounding Pales t inian refugee camps in the 
sooth and villages in Iqhra AJ Toufah, just north of the buffer zone. 
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Baghdad under renewed aerial assault 




Iraq says hit-and-run 
strategy will continue 


Premier explains move 
to restrict use of cars 


Combined agency dispatches 

BAGHDAD CAME under 
heavy bombardment overnight 
from three waves of allied air- 
craft. Planes pounding its out- 
skirts apparently included R*52 
bombers, the biggest in the 
American arsenal. 

Correspondents in the Iraqi 
capital, target of relentless bomb- 
ing since the Gulf war began on 
Jan. 17, identified the distinctive 
low nimble of die B-52 strikes on 
targets southeast and west of 
Baghdad. 

Tracers from anti-aircraft bat- 
teries and ground-to-air missiles 
pierced the night sky and terrified 
civilians huddled in air raid shel- 
ters. 

An Iraqi military spokesman 
said on Baghdad Radio that nine 
allied aircraft had been shot down 
in the last 24 brans. One of the 
planes, be said, went down in 
Syrian territory and one in the 
Gulf off Kuwait. 

There was no information on 
the other aircraft. 

According to the spokesman 
die alliance launched 77 air raids 
on the country over the past 24 
hours, a considerable increase 
over the previous day when die 
Baghdad government reported 58 
attacks. 


Since the war started, allied 
aircraft have flown more than 
40,000 sorties on Iraq and 
Kuwait, according to U.S. milit- 
ary spokesmen. 

As the allied bombs pounded 
Baghdad, official newspapers 
promised the country was prepar- 
ing for a ferocious hit-and-run 
ground war that would end in 
Iraqi victory. 

The daily A1 Thawra, the offi- 
cial organ of Iraq’s ruling Arab 
Baath Socialist Party, said the 
country will use its armour, 
mechanised units and special 
commando forces in “coming bat- 
tles.” 

The article appeared just as 
residents of Baghdad emerged 
from their shelters after the more 
than five hours of bombardment 
between midnight and dawn. 

Witnesses in Baghdad said 
communication centres, govern- 
ment offices and industrial in- 
stallations were hit — some of 
than for the second and third 
times since the war started Jan. 
17. 

Some people have left the 
capital for safer villages and 
towns, but many of those remain- 
ing were jolted from their beds 
and sent scurrying for public ox^ 
private shelters as the thud of 
landing miwriW echoed through 


the dark streets. 

Baghdad has no electricity and 
only intermittent water. The city, 
divided into five sectors, receives 
water on a rotating basis. 

By daylight, “the view along 
the River Tigris... showed smoke 
b3knring from a destroyed braid- 
ing,” Britain’s Independent Tele- 
vision News (TTN) reporter Brent 
Sadler reported from the scene. 

“Several shops were des- 
troyed... (and) shopkeepers who 
lost their premises' were selling 
goods on the roadside. There 
wasn’t much left,” Sadler said. 
“They were calm and friendly 
and happy to sell us eggs and 
Iraqi-grown dales.” 

They complained that the raid 
had destroyed a local mosque and 
took Sadler to see it. One end 
had been destroyed in a direct 
frit. 

Food, kerosene and gasoline 
are in short supply. Iraqis are 
entitled to only 30 litres of gas for 
15 days under rationing. 

UN filmed tracks reportedly 
destroyed by allied bombs on the 
1,000-kilometre long highway be- 
tween Amman and Baghdad. 

At least one driver was killed, 
according to travellers. 

Iraq’s armed forces daily Ai 

(Continued on page 5) 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A govern- 
ment decision to restrict the 
use of private cars on alternate 
days depending on the number 
on license plates came as a 
result of detailed studies con- 
ducted by feehnirai commit- 
tees over the past 15 days. 
Prime Minister Mudar Badran 
said Monday. 

In a statement following a 
meeting with the emergency 
co mmi ttees at the Upper and 
Lower House of Parliament 
Mr. Badran said that his dis- 
cussion at the meeting was a 
follow-up to that conducted by 
the Council of Ministers two 
days earlier. 

The members of the 
emergency committees were 
informed of the reports and 
statistics and the report sub- 
mitted by the technical com- 
mittees to the government, the 
prime minister said in a state- 
ment carried by the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra. 

Over die past three months 
the government introduced the 
five-day-week work for all gov- 
ernment businesses for the sole 
purpose of saving fuel after 
Saudi Arabia had stopped sup- 
plying Jordan with crude oQ 
through Tapline, the prime 
minis ter noted. He said that 
the government then started 
building up its oil stocks and 


announced that the five-day- 
week work was only a tempor- 
ary measure which would be 
terminated once the country had 
achieved its aspired goaL 

The prime minister said that 
many voices were raised during 
that time through television 
and the media criticising the 
government's decision as being 
negative and female govern- 
ment employees in particular 
raised their voices in protest 
because the new arrangement 
did not suit their own life style, 
he said. The government kept 
its promise and cancelled the 
arr a n ge ment in due time, he 
pointed out. 

He said that administrative 
and te chnical difficulties per- 
taining to the introduction of 
coupons were debated and ft 
was found that some supported 
the government's decision and 
others supported the coupon 
idea. This difference in views 
also displayed itself during a 
cabinet session, the prime 
minister added. However, the 
government will study the 
coupon proposal and will de- 
cide on the better and most 
suitable option in the light of 
the experiment the country is 
about to go through, exactly as 
in die case of five-day a week 

(Continued on page 5) 


Aziz blasts U.N. Rafsanj ani offers to meet 


chief’s silence 


'f NICOSIA (Agencies) — Iraqi 
Foreign Minister Tareq Aziz 
Monday accused U.N. Secretary 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar 
of ignoring the “crimes” bong 
committed against Iraq by the 
“U.S.-NATO-Zibuist alliance.” 
He said United Nations objec- 
tives were bang violated., 
Baghdad Radio said Mr. Aziz 
sent a letter to Mr. Perez de 
Cuellar Feb. 1 reminding him of 
an earlier letter describing ‘’hor- 
rendous and deliberate crimes 
- against Iraqi citizens and their 
economic, scientific, cultural and 
religious installations perpetrated 
by the forces of the U.S.- 
NATO-Zionist -alliance.” 

The radio report came hours 


Saddam, visit U.S. for peace 


after the latest allied bombard- 
ment of Baghdad, Basra and else- 
where. 

Mr. Aziz’ letter accused Mr. 
Perez de Cuellar of remaining 
“silent about these crimes, which 
are being co m m itted for the first 
time m history in the name of the 
United Nations and under the 
aegis of the invalid and unjust 
resolutions that were issued by 
tile U.N. Security Council.” 

“Mr. Secretary General, your 
silence on these crimes compounds 
tins ' disgrace,” Mr. Aziz saio. 
“The objectives the United Na- 
tions is supposed to uphold are 
being violated before the eyes 
and ears of the U.N. secretary 
general, who says nothing.” 


Combined agency dispatches 

IRAN’S PRESIDENT Hasbemi 
Rzfsanjani said Monday he was 
prepared to meet with Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein to help end 
the Gulf war. He said he also was 
willing to talk with Washington. 

He told Tehran news confer- 
ence that a peace initiative to end 
the 19-day-old war could be laun- 
ched if Iraq accepts Iranian prop- 
osals carried to Baghdad by Iraqi 
Deputy Prime Minister Saadoun 
Hamadi, who left Sunday after a 
three-day visft. 

In bis remarks carried by the 
Islamic Republic News Agency 
(IRNA), Mr. Rafsanjani also 
stressed Iran’s neutrality and 


emphasised it would stay out of 
the war even if Turkey entered 
the conflict 

Iran’s peace efforts gathered 
pace with the announcement that 
Soviet Deputy Foreign Minister 
Alexander Belonogov would visit 
Tehran Tuesday. 

IRNA quoted Soviet Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Vitaly Chur- 
kin as saying in Moscow the visit 
was “in hue with exchange of 
views with the countries in- 
. forested in resolving the crisis.” 

“If there is hope for the salva- 
tion of the Iraqi nation, why 
shouldn’t I meet Saddam?” Raf- 
sanjani told a news conference in 
Tehran reported by IRNA. 

He also said that Iran would, if 


necessary, contact the United 
States through the Swiss embas- 
sy, which handles U.S. interests 
in Iran. 

“Of course, if the issue of war 
reaches a stage of peace and in 
case it is necessary for us to talk 
to the Americans I think ft will be 
logical,” the Iranian leader said. 

The White House reacted cool- 
ly to the offer. 

“They (tire Iranians) are not 
directly involved in this conflict 
and our interest is getting Iraq 
out of Kuwait,” White House 
spokesman Marlin Fitzwater said. 

“All we’ve seen is press re- 
ports,” Mr. Fitzwater said when 

(Continued on page 3) 


Shamir vows to reject peace conference Winds push oil slick, 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir, in his 
first policy address to parliament 
of the Gulf war, vowed Monday 
that Israel would never take part 
in an international conference on 
Middle East peace. 

Mr. Shamir praised the wide 
outpouring erf support for Israel, 
' especially by the United States 
-and Britain, but called for them 
to oppose the widely endorsed 
‘ idea of an internati onal confer- 
-• race after the war. 

Washington, which has 
>- approved the idea of an interna- 


tional conference sometime in the 
f u t ure , said last week it would 
work towards regional peace in 
cooperation with the Soviet Un- 
ion, an advocate of a conference. 

“Today it should be dear to 
everyone that ideas Hke an inter- 
national conference, which is fer- 
vently supported by Saddam Hus- 
sein and Yassar Arafat, are not 
the means for advancing an 
arrangement but for imposing the 
will of the aggressor,” Mr. Sha- 
mir said. 

“Israel wfll have no part in such 
a conference and those peace- 


seeking people looking out for 
our best interests would do a 
good thing if they removed this 
idea from the agenda,” Mr. Sha- 
mir said. 

The address was the first by 
Mr. Shamir to parliament since 
tiie start of the Gulf war Jan. 17. 
Although Israel is not a com- 
batant, Iraq has fired 29 missiles 
at it, killing four people and 
wounding nearly 300. 

Mr. Shamir repeated his inten- 
tion to retaliate for the attacks, 

(Continued on page 5) 


Saudis on offensive 


Arens meets Arabs, but no end to curfew 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 

- AP) — Israeli Defence Minister 
_ rfoshe Arens told Palestinian 

" coders Monday he was willing to 
.. ate steps to ease -the 19-day 
.... urfcw in the occupied territories. 
... 'ai made no promises about en- 
; 'xng ft. 

Mr. Areas’ meeting was his 
. with Palestinians since the 
. . -arfew was imposed at the start of 
.. . *e Gulf war. It is the longest 
. urfcw since Israel occupied the 
test Bank and Gaza Strip in 
. - >67. 

■ The meeting came amid in- 
' easing calk for the government 
- - lift the curfew, which has 
m fin ed 1,7 million Palestinians 
•' their h o** 1 ** except for a few 
wrs a week when they are 
'•'.towed out to shop. 

^ . Arab leaders say people are 
*■'" nnjn g out of money because 
' -/sy cannot get to their jobs.. 
H)d shortages prompted the 

- .. rited Nations last week to 

■'■'.• inch an e merge ncy distribution 
J "j -^gramme throughout the West 
: >‘nk and Gaza. 

; On Monday, the European 

mmunity (EC) announced it 


would provide $32.7 million in 
food aid to Palestinians in 
Jordan, Syria, Lebanon and the 
occupied terri to ri es (see page 2). 

The army says the curfew is 
necessary to prevent Palestinians 
from disrupting Israeli “security” 
at a time the Jewish state faces 
missile attacks from Iraq. 

Mr. Arens’ meeting with 
Palestinian leaders was disclosed 
in a statement issued by the de- 
fence mmistxy. The state men t 
quoted Mr. Arms as saying; “We 
are interested in taking steps to 
ease tiling s for the population but 
chi cond i tion that the easing won’t 

bring disturbances or terror ac- 
tions.” 

Israel Radio said Mr. Arens 
suggested the army may drop the 

curfew during daylight in some 
towns and villages starting Tues- 
day. It was not dear if this would 
allow Palestinians to return to 

jobs outside the occopied terri- 
tories . 

The defence ministry did not 
reveal the names of Palestinians 
who met Arras. Several were 
Israel-appointed mayors or 
businessmen who admitted to 


attending the session on contfi- 
tkm their names were withheld. 

One Palestinian businessman 
said tiie talks focused on the 
economic problems caused by the 
curfew. 

“We told him (Mr. Arens) that 
people are becoming desperate, 
that anger and frustration are 
increasing,” said the buaness- 
• man. “He gave no indication the 
curfew will end soon.” 

Some 110,000 Palestinians 
from the occupied territories 
work in Israel, while 130,000. 
have jobs in the occupied territor- 
ies. 

In the past week, Israel has 
issued permits to medical workers 
and some factory employees to 
return to their jobs in the occu- 
pied t e r ri to ri es, but tiie majority 
of Palestinians remain confined 
to their homes. 

In parliament on Monday, Shu- 
lami t AJoui of the leftist Citizens 
Rights Movement called for a 
debate on continuation of tiie 
curfew, saying it was creating “a 
situation of hunger” in the occu- 
pied territories and could lead to 
a backlash of violence. 


BAHRAIN (AP) — Winds sped 
up the southerly movement 
through the Gulf of the .world’s 
biggest oil slick Monday and fresh 
Kuwaiti oil was feeding it, en- 
vironmental and salvage execu- 
tives said. 

Saudi Arabian officials said 
they were acquiring the latest 
chemicals produced in the United 
States to fight the slide and were 
setting out to combat it in on the 
open seas. 

“We will not be a testing 
ground for new chemicals, but 
will use all good methods and we 
are getting a new powder that is 
made in the United States and 
already tested in Canada,” said a 
Saudi official of the Meteorolo- 
gical and Environmental Protec- 
tion Agency (MEPA). 

He would not give more details 
on tiie chemical which would 
supposedly quicken disintegra- 
tion and evaporation of the slick. 

Since the slick started forming 
about 10 days ago. the Saudis 
have concentrated mainly on 
braiding a strong defence line of 
booms around their vital coastal 
desalination, power plants and oil 
industries. 

“To combat it in mid-sea is a 
very difficult task, and needs a 
multinational effort,” said the 
MEPA officiaL “No state in the 
world can face a slick of such size 
alone... so far it (assistance) has 
been mmor." 

The Saucfis have conferred with 
a U.S. team of coast guard per- 
sonnel and top pollution experts 
on the best way to fight the slick. 

One American official, draw- 
ing an analogy with the prepara- 
tions for the Gulf war, said that 


they were now in the “Aug. 7” 
stage — that is when the bufldup 
of forces for the military con- 
frontation with Iraq began at the 
behest of President George Bush. 

The spill started, according to 
U.S. nrilitaiy reports, when Iraq 
turned the taps of Kuwait’s Mina 
Al Ahmach oil tcmmi&l- 

Some equipment has come and 
more is expected in the next few 
days from Japan, Germany, Bri- 
tain, France, South Korea, De- 
nmark and Sweden as well as the 
United States. 

Norway’s Marine Services 
company has supplied the skim- 
ming ship Al Waasit which has 
been mopping up the oil at the 
rare of 1,000 barrels a day. 

But the Mina Al Ahmadi slick 
spewed as much as- 11 million 
bands, accor di ng to Saudi gov- 
ernment estimates. 

Additionally, smaller quanti- 
ties have been flowing from the 
Getty Co.’s ofl terminal off Khaf- 
ji, possibly as a result of clashes 
between allied forces and Iraqis 
in the region. 

The U.S. militaiy has also con- 
firmed that oil was flowing from 
the Iraq oil terminal at Mina Al 
Baler at tiie bead of the Guff. 

One of the salvage e x p erts said 
Monday that “there is fresh 
Kuwaiti ofl feeding the slick.” He 
said it was not dear from where 

that oQ was coming, but repeated 
that it was Kuwaiti rather than 
Iraqi erode. 

Ofl executives said they feared 

Iraq was dumpin g oil to create a 
slick in the adjacent Kuwait Bay 
as posable defence a gainst an 
allied assault. 


Badran denounces attacks 
on Jordanian ofl tankers 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Air attacks 
on Jordanian tankers travelling 
inride Iraqi frontiers “violated 
international legitimacy, especial- 
ly tiie U.N. Security Council, 
which allowed Jordan to continue 
getting its ofl supplies from Iraq,” 
Prime Minister Mudar Badran 
said Monday. 

The Jordanian government has 
sent a formal memorandum to 
tiie Security Councfl following 
the sanctions resolution followed 
by another concerning the closure 
of tiie Saudi Arabian oil Tapline 
supplying the Kingdom with 
crude, the prime minister noted 
in a statement issued following a 
meeting with parliament 
emergency committee. 

“The government will continue 
to import Iraqi crude oil until a 
substitute source has been found 
and wfll continue to import Iraqi 
chlorine which is needed to purify 
drinking water and wfll stop such 
imports from Iraq when the 
Security Council Sanctions Com- 
mittee has given us the substitute 
source to acquire our oil require- 
ments, according to file memor- 
andum submitted to tiie Security 
Councfl,” Mr. Badran said. 

He said Jordan received a ver- 
bal answer from the council 
allowing Jordan to continue its 
crude aO imports from Iraq “until 
we received a reply about the 
substitute source.” 

“The Security Councfl dele- 
gated a special committee to Jor- 
dan to examine the country’s, 
adherence to the sanctions re- 



Mudar Badran 

solution and its members visited 
Al Ruweished border post to 
search the vehicles heading for 
and coining from Baghdad,” the 
prime minister said. 

He said tiie committee found 
that the oil tankers go empty to 
Iraq and come back laden with 
crude oil and that the trucks go 
empty to Iraq to transport the 
Jordanians returning from 
Kuwait. 

According to Mr. Badran, tiie 
committee submitted a report to 
the- Security Council- confirming 
that Jordan was strictly abiding 


by the sanctions resolutions, “but 
it is surprising to bear voices 
being raised here and there alleg- 
ing that Jordan is uot abiding by 
the sanctions resolutions.” 

“No country can assume the 
role of the Security Councfl and 
allege that another country is not 
adhering to the sanctions resolu- 
tions because this is the sole task 
of the sanctions committee of the 
Security Council,” the prime 
minister added. 

“Three weeks ago I received a 
copy of a report issued by the 
Security Council stressing that 
Jordan is abiding by the sanctions 
resolution,” he said. 

He said that the raids on the 
Jordanian oil tankers resulted in 
the death of six truck drivers so 
far and the injury erf seven others 
and the destruction of 31 vehi- 
cles. 

He said that the government 
would pay compensation of JD 
10,000 to tiie family of each of the 
drivers and His Majesty King 
Hussein has decided that he 
would cover the expenses of 
education of their children from 
the primary to the university 
levels. 

The prime minister also dis- 
closed that the government had 
insured all oil tankers transport- 
ing oil from Iraq and decided to 
pay fair and full compensation for 
all vehicles that have been des- 
troyed and will offer financial 
incentives to drivers wishing to go 
to Iraq -for -the crude ofl during 
this crucial and dangerous ’time. 


2 American Official assails U.S. advice 
servicemen to citizens to leave Jordan 

i j • By Jane Araf lieved to have left the co 
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RIYADH (Agencies) — Uniden- 
tified assrilats attacked U.S. 
servicemen on a shuttle bus in the 
Saudi port city of Jeddah Sunday 
night in what U.S. military offic- 
ers said could be the first guerrilla 
operation inside the kingdom 
since the Gulf war broke out. 

Two Americans and a Saudi 
security guard were lightly 
wounded by flying glass when the 
gunmen fixed through tiie win- 
dows of the bus, the officers told 
reporters Monday. Nine- 
millimetre cartridges were found 
near the scene. 

A third American on the bus 
was not hit and the three wound- 
ed were released after treatment 
The Americans all wore dvilian 
clothes, the officers said. 

The officers said the attacker 
or attackers, using a 9-mrn pistol 
or rifle, escaped after the attack. 

Civilian support staff for the 
U.S.-led military campaign 
a gainst Iraq are based in the city. 

At the start of the war on Jan. 
17 the Saudi Arabian authorities 
said they would impose the 
severest penalties on anyone 
threatening the country’s secur- 
ity. 


By Jane Araf 

Reuter 

AMMAN — A Jordanian official 
criticised the United States Mon- 
day for urging its citizens to leave 
the Kingdom because of Gulf war 
tension. , 

Washington in a travel advisory 
issued on Sunday also ordered 
home more embassy personnel, 
leaving a skeleton staff to provide 
emergency service. 

“I don’t think there is anything 
to justify that move but it 
goes in harmony with tiie Amer- 
ican mentality that is using arro- 
gance and threats as a means to 
deal with people in this part of 
the world,” a Jordanian official 
told Reuters. 

The U.S. embassy, where staff 
are believed to have been cut to 
less than 20 from about 130, has 
taken security measures including 
removing diplomatic number 
plates from cars to guard against 
possible attacks. 

“There are certain days when I 
won’t go around town if people 
are really upset,” said Blonde, 
blue-eyed Ann Sawaiha, who like 
many of the 5,000 Americans left 
is married to a Jordanian. 

She said she felt Americans 
who were planning to leave had 
already done so, most because 
there was no longer any work in 
Jordan. Between two and three 
thousand U.S. citizens are be- 


lieved to have left the country. 

“I don’t have too much faith in 
the American government right 
now,” Mis. Sawaiha said. “We 
are Americans after all and we 
love our country and we stand for 
American ideals but those ideals 
are being abused right now,” she 
said, referring to the U.S.-led 
assault on Iraq. 

“A lot of Americans who have 
been here for long periods of time 
couldn’t bear to go back because 
they don’t necessarily support 
their country’s view,” said a 
Western diplomat. 

Following is tiie text of the 
U.S. travel advisory issued Sun- 
day. 

“The outbreak of hostilities in 
the ‘Persian’ Gulf region has in- 
creased tensions in the area and 
resulted in a heightened risk to 
Americans. 

“The Department of State 
advises all private U.S. citizens to 
defer all travel to Jordan. The 
Department of State has ordered 
the departure of all non-essential 
personnel and all dependents 
from Jordan and has substantially 
reduced its staff in Amman. 
Embassy operations are sharply 
curtailed and normal consular op- 
erations suspended. The embassy 
will be able to provide services to 
U.S. citizens only in emergencies. 

“American citizens reading in 
Jordan are advised to depart the 
country as soon as possible.” 
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ieligious organisation says 
itnation in occupied lands 
3 ‘extremely serious 5 


By Mariam M. Shahm 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The situation in the 
West Bank and Gaza is “ex- 
tremely dangerous" for tbe l.S 
million Palestinians living under 
virtual boose arrest as imposed by 
the Israeli authorities, according 
to Mercy Corps International. 

Mercy Corps, a religions orga- 
nisation, has sent an "emergency 
message/' to chord) offices and 
religious press as well as peace 
and human rights organisations 
across the globe informing them 
of tbe "crucial and abusive mea- 
sures," being employed by the 
Israeli authorities and Jewish set- 
tiers in the occupied territories. 

The Rev. Don Wagner, in a 
message dated Jan. 30, wrote: 
"Israeli authorities and extremist 
Jewish settlers appear to be using 
the security argument and re- 
direction of media and human 
rights attention on the Gulf to 
crush the civilian community, 
nationalist leadership and the in- 
tifada." 

Father Wagner mentioned 10 
points which he flet were grave 
violations of human rights not of 
individuals but of the entire com- 
munity. He called the 22 to 24 
hour curfew since Jan. 17 as 
“house arrest" of the entire 
population. 


Health services have been de- 
nied to most of the population in 
both Nablus and the Gaza Strip, 
because people are forbidden to 
leave their homes even in medical 
emergencies, and nurses, doctors 
and other hospital staff are pre- 
vented from going to the hospit- 
als, according to Father Wagner’s 
memo. 

The two-page memo also said 
that food shortages had been 
reported by the United Nations 
and at least two human rights 
organisations. Many stores are 
empty because there is no time to 
replenish supplies and there is no 
time to deliver supplies, the Mer- 
cy Corps memo said. 

P unishm ents for those who 
violate the curfew range from 
fines of up to $22/550 or impris- 
onment of up to five years if 
violators escape getting shot on 
the spot- 

While most of the economy is 
in shambles formers who are still 
the most productive part of the 
economy are prevented from car- 
ing for their livestock and forms. 

The Israeli authorities have dis- 
tributed gas masks to less than 
ten per cent of the population. 
The memo mentions that the use 
by the Israeli authorities of tear- 
gas inside Palestinian homes has 
been reported. The memo notes 
that the use of tear-gas in homes 


and facilities is both illegal and 
lethal. 

The memo calls on all “con- 
cerned organisations'’ to demand 
that the Israeli authorities lift the 

curfew throughout the occupied 
territories immediately, urge die 
' United States to uphold its re- 
sponsibility as a signatory of the 
Fourth Geneva Convention on 
the protection of civilians under 
military occupation. 

The memo also urged that all 
American organisations stress to 
the American Congress that ev- 
ery dollar of U.S. foreign and 
economic aid to Israel must be 
“contingent upon strict adher- 
ence to human rights norms." 

The memo warned of possible 
p lan* to carry out a mass eviction 
of Palestinians in the occupied 
territories by both Israeli officials 
and settlers in the West Bank. 

While calling on aO govern- 
ments to uphold the Fourth 
Geneva Convention in the occu- 
pied territories the memo recom- 
mended that “religions, peace, 
academic, legal, NGOs (non- 
governmental organisations) and 
others should consider sending 
teams of skilled professional hu- 
man rights workers who wffl serve 
as a monitoring and protective 
force to protect Palestinian hu- 
man rights” in the occupied terri- 
tories. 


No sign of any crack in Iraq’s 
Republican Guard — U.S. officers 


RIYADH (R) — Iraq’s elite Re- 
publican Guard shows no sign of 
cracking. American commanders 
intend to keep bombing until it 
does. 

“We are going to assure that 
they don't have that punch to 
hurt us," a U.S. military expert 
said Monday. 

The Republican Guard, sta- 
tioned along the Iraqi-Kuwaiti 
border, has absorbed two weeks 
of American and allied air strikes 
including the huge bombloads of 
U.S. B-52s. 

But soldiers spread across the 
desert and dug into tbe sand can 
survive bombing unless they are 
hit directly. American officers say 
they have little information yet 
on bow badly the Republican 
Guardsmen have been hurt. 

“Have any Republican Guards 
soldiers been taken prisoner?” 
American experts on tbe topic 
were asked on Monday. “Have 


any been seen fleeing the bomb- 
ing or shown any other sign of 
cracking?” 

One of the officers replied 
only: “No." 

U.S. officers said the Republi- 
can Guard had about 150,000 
troops when the Gulf war started 
2Vz weeks ago — professional 
fighters who are better trained, 
better educated and better paid 
than other Iraqi troops. 

They have their own para- 
troopers. helicopters, artillery, 
tanks and other weapons to either 
defend or attack, the U.S. offic- 
ers said. 

The U-S. command says the 
best measure of damage to Iraqi 
ground forces is not the number 
of soldiers killed but the numbers 
of tanks and other weapons des- 
troyed. 

But that measure too does not 
yet show whether the allies are 
within reach of destroying tbe 


Republican Guard's capability to 
fight a ground war. 

U.S. experts say the Republi- 
can Guard is the force that went 
on the offence in the last year of 
the 1980-88 war agianst Iran, 
after years of defensive fighting. 

The Republican Guards are 
also the force that invaded 
Kuwait Aug. 2 and moved quick- 
ly to tbe Saudi-Knwaiti border to 
counter any Saudi or Western 
response. 

The Republican Guard has 87 
brigades that can move swiftly to 
a crucial area in any of tbe seven 
fixed Iraqi army corps areas. 

Republican Guardsmen were 
not blamed for any of the “atrod- 
ties” reported in Kuwait after the 
Aug. 2 Iraq invasion, the U.S. 
officers said. 

“They’re well trained profes- 
sional soldiers,” one of the U.S. 
officers said. “They’re not fana- 
tics.” 


Somalia appeals for urgent aid 


NAIROBI (Agencies) — Soma- 
lia’s interim president has 
appealed for international aid to 
help rebuild a country shattered 
by years of fighting and economic 
mismanagement. 

All Mahdi Mohammad, who 
became temporary head of state 
after Mohammad Siad Barre was 
deposed at the end of last month, 
issued bis appeal at a swearing-in 
ceremony for members of a new 
cabinet. 

“The president said there was a 
lack of food, medicines and ser- 
vices and appealed to the interna- 
tional community to provide the 
Somali people with foodstuffs, 
medicine, medical equipment, 
doctors, nurses and fuel,” Radio 
Mogadishu said late Sunday. 

The radio, monitored by the 
British Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion, also quoted Moh ammad as 
saying security in the capital 
Mogadishu was improving daily.. 

More than four weeks of in- 
tense fighting between rebels of 
the United Somali Congress 
(USC) and government troops 
ended Mr. Siad Bane's 21 years 
of repressive rule, but left Moga- 
dishu in ruins. 

In London, a faction of the 
USC that opposed Mr. Mahdi 
Mohammad’s appointment as too 


hasty called for a council of state 
to run the country until a new 
government could be set up. 

It said the Somali National 
Movement and the Somali Patrio- 
tic Movement — the two other 
main armed groups which 
opposed Mr. Siad Barre — would 
be included. 

Mr. Mahdi Mohammad has 
called a meeting for Feb. 28 of all 
armed and non-anned opposition 
groups, both inside and outside 
Somalia, to decide upon the 
country’s future form of govern- 
ment. 

The 10-man cabinet named 
Saturday contained no ministers 
from recent Siad Bane adminis- 
tration. 

Mr. Siad Bane’s whereabouts 
are unknown. 

Mr. Mahdi Mohammad has 
promised that members of inter- 
national relief agencies would be 
protected as soon as they entered 
the country. 

USC rebels said there had been 
1,000 people killed in their 
months-long war to oust Mr. Siad 
Bane. 

Tbe capita] was littered with 
dead and wounded after Siad 
Barre fled and gunmen roamed 
tbe streets, prompting many re- 


lief workers to leave. 

Mr. Mahdi Mohammad said 
there was a lade of food, medi- 
cines and services, and appealed 
to the inte r national community to 
help. 

Mr. Mahdi Mohammad, a 52- 
year-old hotelier and business- 
man, has promised fair, democra- 
tic elections “as soon as possible” 
but a timetable was not dear. 

No further details were avail- 
able on the number and names of 
die ministers who were swore in 
Sunday. 

Mr. Mahdi Mohammad, who 
was instrumental in organising 
opposition to Mr. Siad Barre’s 
rule, was selected as i nt erim pres- 
ident by tbe USCs 12-member 
executive committee — a council 
of dan elders — and was sworn in 
last Tuesday. 

He reportedly appointed the 
prime minister of the ousted gov- 
ernment, Umar Arteh Ghafib, as 
his own interim premier and gave 
him die task of fronting the new 
g o ve rn ment. 

Mr. Siad Barre had ruled this 
Horn of Africa nation for 22 
years. Various oppo si t i on groups. 
Western governments and human 
rights organisations bad accused 
him of atrocities. 
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Soviet communists express 
‘deep concern’ about Gulf 

J,anr»el of A POfitI 


PROTESTS: Students, born the American and 
brad Bags at a protest held in Amman Monday 


ag^nst the aMed forces’ war against Iraq (Photo by 
Yousef A1 ’Allan) 


European 
Community 
gives new 
assistance to 
Palestinians 

BRUSSELS (AP) — Tbe 
European Community (EC) 
Commission said Monday it 
approved new food aid for 
Palestinians if refugee camps 
and the occupied territories 
to counter the effects of the 
Gulf war and an Israeli car- 
few. 

The 12-nation trade bloc 
will send 23.7 million Euro- 
pean currency units. ($32.7 
million) in food aid and is set 
to announce an additional 6 
to 8 million ECUS ($8.3 to 
$11 million) in the coming 
days, an EC official said. 

“There is an additional ne- 
cessity caused by the Gulf 
crisis,” the official said. 

The EC earmarked 20 mil- 
lion ECUS ($27.6 million) for - 
sugar, milk, cereals and 
vegetables to be distributed 
to Palestinians in refugee 
camps in Jordan, Syria and 
Lebanon as well as for the 
people living in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

The commission will send 
an additional 3.7 million 
ECUS ($5.1 million) as ex- 
ceptional food aid to the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
where the authorities have 
imposed a curfew on the 1.7 
million Palestinians since 
Jan. 17, when the Gulf war 
began. 

The restrictions are lifted 
in most areas at least several 
x times a week so Palestinians 
can replenish food supplies. 
But many say they are short 
of money because they are 
prevented from reporting for 
jobs in Israel. 

Israel has said the mea- 
sures are to prevent violent 
outbreaks, in the wake of 
threats by Palestinian leaders 
to open a second front to 
assist the Iraqi war effort. 

The proposed 6 to 8 million 
ECUS would be targeted for 
the occupied territories only. 

Last December, the EC 
approved 4.5 million ECUS 
($6.21 million) to finance 
Palestinian hospitals in the 
occupied territories for six, 
months. The hospitals had a 
lack of cash since many tradi- 
tional sponsor nations were 
affected by the Gulf crisis. 


Ghozali says thousands 
of Iraqi civilians killed 


PARIS (AP) — Thousands of 
Iraqi civilians have been killed in 
the relentless bombing of Iraq 
since the Gulf war began last 
month, Algerian Foreign Minis- 
ter Sid Ahmad Gbozali said Sun- 
day. 

Mr. Gbozali, who just com- 
pleted a visit to Iran, also said 
Iranian officials told him more 
than 100 Iraqi aircraft have 
sought refuge in Iran. 

Mr. Ghozali acknowledged 
that thousands killed is for more 
than the number of civilians Iraq 
has said have died in tbe bombing 
raids that began Jan. 17. 

“It is nonnal that the protagon- 
ists put out information that con- 
forms most to their particular 
interests,” Mr. Ghozali said on 
the radio network RTL. 

“But go ask Iranians who have 
daily direct contact with the Ira- 
qis,” he said. “There have been 
thousands of civilian deaths." 

As of Sunday, Iraqi authorities 
had announced only 320 dvfljans 
killed and 100 wounded in the 
war. But the actual number is 
thought to be mud) higher. 

The Algerian foreign minister 
also said more than 100 Iraqi 
planes have flown to Iran and are 
being provided refuge. 

“They began by sending Chi- 
lian airliners, I- believe in coor- 
dination with the Iranians, and 
then they sent. military aircraft, 
without consulting tbe Iranians in 


advance,” Mr. Ghozali said. 

He will Iranian officials did not 
specify the number of Iraqi 
planes in Iran, but said, "they 
told me it is significant, more 
than 100. 

During his stay in Tehran Mr. 
Ghozali met with Vice-Premier 
Saadonn Hammadi and other 
senior officials. 

There has been considerable 
speculation as to why Iraq sent 
some 100 Iraqi planes to bran, or 
if the plots possibly defected. 
But experts say Iraq appears to 
want to keep them safe while 
the allied air raids continue, 
perhaps to retrive them for use 
during tbe ground war that is 
expected in tbe coming weeks. 

Iran has. only acknowledged 13 
Iraqi aircraft arriving, and has 
said it will impound them for the 
duration of the war. U.S. military 
officials say 99 Iraqi planes have 
skipped across the border to Iran . 

Mr. Ghozali said Iraqi soldiers 
were in high s piri t s , in "exactly 
the same disposition" as before 
the war. 

Algeria, while officially neutral 
in the war, has come down solidly 
on Iraq’s side. It has abstained in 
Arab League votes condemning 
Iraq tor its invasion of Kuwait, 
and a surging Islamic Fun- 
damentalist Movement in Algeria 
organises widespread pro-Iraq 
protests. 


Japan premier fights for 
political life over Gulf bill 


TOKYO (R) — With his political 
survival at stake, Japan’s Prime 
Minister Toshild Kaifu Monday 
defended a plan to give $9 billion 
to allied forces in tbe Gulf war 
but could not promise it would be 
used for non-military purposes. 

The budget committee of the 
Lower House of Parliament 
opened a six-day question-and- 
answer session on a bill providing 
for tbe aid. If it fails, Mr., Kaifu 
may have to resign. 

Ten days ago, under intense 
pressure from Washington, Mr. 
Kaifu announced Tokyo would 
provide $9 billion for tbe U.S.-led 
forces fighting Iraq. He also said 
Japan would send military air- 
craft to bring Asian refogees 
home from the war region. 

At Monday’s committee meet- 
ing, Takatoshi Fujita of the 
opposition Social Democratic 
Party (SDP) grilled Mr. Kaifu in 
whether the additional cash 
would be used as part of U.S. war 
expenditure. 

Mr. Kaifu said Japan would ask 
the management committee of 
the Riyadh-based Gulf Peace 
Fond to use the money in non- 
combat fields such as transport, 
medicine and food. 

Tbe fnnd, supervised by 
Japanese and Arab officials, will 
administer tbe money once 
Tokyo bands it over. 

“We will insist tbe funds be 


spent for specific purposes,” said 
Mr. Kaifu, who looked sombre 
and firm throughout his grilling, 
answering emotional questions 
stiffly but politely. 

But he stopped short of giving 
a blanket assurance that the 
money would not be used for 
weapons and ammunition. 

Responding to charges it was 
the United States and not Japan ' 
that fixed the amount, Mr. Kaifu 
said Japan had 14 per cent of the 
world’s gross national product, 
with 9.8 per cent of world trade 
and received much of its 03 from 
die Gulf region. 

On tbe use of military planes, 
tbe first such overseas deploy- 
ment since 1945, Mr. Fujita ac- 
cused the government of trying to 
bypass parliament by using an 
administrative ordinance. 

SDP Vice-Chairman Sanji 
Muto told the budget committee: 
“It runs counter to tbe spirit of 
the constitution that Japan should 
use the Self-Defence Force under 
wartime conditions ... I feel a 
sense of crisis that Japan's demo- 
cracy is collapsing." 

Mr. Kaifu defended tbe plan, 
saying it was “a temporary, 
emergency measure” taken with 
a humanitarian motive and legal 
under existing laws. 

Japan’s constitution, imposed 
by U.S. occupation forces 
Japan from taking part in wars. 


MOSCOW (AP) — Jt* 
mudist Party leadership Sunday 
expressed its “deep concern over 
the dangerous developments m 
the Gulf war, citing the continued 
bloodshed and damage to the 
environment- 

While it (fid not signify a retreat 
from the support that the Soviet 
Union has given to the United 
against Iraq, tbe party 
stressed the need for a political 
solution. * 

The statement, drafted by tbe 
Communist Party’s Central Com- 
mittee following a one-day meet- 
ing last week, said: 

“Expressing deep concern for 
tfae dangerous development of 

events in the ‘Persian’ Guff. 
plenum upon the state lead- 
ership of the country to undertake 
the necessary additional steps be- 
fore tbe intepnationl com unity and 
the United Nations to end the 
bloo dshed, to preclude irretriev- 
able ftaiMp to the environment 
and direct the military conflict 


into the diantidof 

soforionintbey^rf^U-N. 
Security Council resoli ifi riM ^ 
Chi Thursday. C ra nmunm 
ty officials warned U-S. 
beyond the ON- 

Kuwait, 
ee« among 


the Middle E^- 

They fe» U-S.-ted farces 
plumed to 

Iraq was a tong-time auy « « 
Soviet Union, pnor to Baghdad s 
Aug. 2 invasion of Knwarf. 

“We call upon the leadership of 
tbe United States to ato 

serve the cessation of the Wood- 
shed. and serve the ceasefire, 
aid Alexander Dzasokhov, the 
party’s ideology chief. 

IBs statements echoed » 
US.-Soviet communique i ssaea 
this week raging Iraq towithdraw 
from Kuwait in return for a cease- 
fire 



UNRWA distributes gas masks 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM CJ^A 1W » **£*££22 
began distributing gas masks *”***5^ and Ga» 

to relief workes living in the _ , weekend 

Strip. The Canadian-made masks, which dc : ^ United 

by Canadian militaiy rargo planes, were 1 * nm ,. Dro ft 


Agency apolusniaii Maher Nasser said the masks from Canada and 

otheronunfoes wffl be distributed mamJy to ffieU-N-^gen^ 

workers in tbe West Bank and Gaza and to other rebe f 

official with the Canadian embassy in Tel Aw said 

■masks were from a stock of 20,000 kept in Canada for avd defence 

purposes. 

Europarliamentarians skip Manila 

MANILA (AP) — An eight-member European Parliament delega- 
tion touring Asia skipped Manila because of fears of attackSjOffioate 
said Monday. The delegation from the European People's Party fed 
by Ria Oomen-Rmtjen of the Netherlands, was scheduled to arrive m 
Manila Sunday for a three-day visit that was to include talks with 
President Corazon Aq uin o. Andy Del Rosano. information officers 
of the Philip pine embassy in Brussels, said the delegation decided to 
eannel the Manila stop at the last minute on the advice of the Hong 
Kong branch of the Konrad Adenauer Foundation, which sponsored 
the trip. The foundation is a research arm of Germany’s Christian 
Democratic Party. Del Rosario said the foundation died "security 
considerations” for cancelling the trip, citing a faded bombing 
attempt a pine a U.S. government cultural centre on Jan. 19. ^ 

' Commission subpoenas Pan Am 

NEW YORK (AP) — The city h uman rights commission has 
supoenaed the president of Pan American World Airways over the 
airiine’s policy of barring Iraqis from flights, a commission spokes- 
man said Sunday. C ommissi on spokesman Loury. Saury said tbe 
panel “requested and received a copy of the procedure which we feel ' 
is in possible violation of New York civil rights laws.” Tbe law 
prohibits discrimination against people based on their citizenship and 
national origin, he said. “Our concern is that people may be 
discriminated against based on how they look, espedaily people who 
are perceived to be Arab,” Mr. Sotrry said. The policy conld screen 
out “not only Iraqi nationals but recent immigrants who are living 
here, many of whom afe trying to escape Saddam Hussein.” he said. 
Mr. Somy said a copy of the written policy he received from Pan Am 
states: "In its continuing review of security procedures implemented 
as a result of the Gulf war. Pan Am has dedded to decline acceptance 
of passengers carrying passports issued by Iraq. This dcision was 
made as a result of the conflict between the U.S. and Iraq and in 
particular, in response to Iraqi threats to engage in terrorism 
worldwide." 

Kuwaiti office issues forms for post-war "visas’ 

CAIRO (AP) — Kuwait’s exiled government is distributing to 
journalists application forms for visas to be used if a U.S.-led 
international coalition drives Iraq's army from that country. “You 
will be contacted when visas are ready to be issued," said an 
mstroction sheet accompanying the applications. Written in English 
E^gKsb-knguage form is “Government 
Ku^ ^ trformation. Taeef ” Kuwait’s government 

Arabia ’ shK& Portly after Iraq 
-5“ Al * 1 A spokesman for the KuwS 
c ^ p tie said Ins office and the exiled government’s 

S*** Arabia ' wcre distributing the 
formsu Hundreds of foreign reportere use Dhahran as a base for 
covering the war. “All I’ve heard since I’ve been here 
asking wben they can get their visas to go in after tbe liberation^wLl 

g 1 yk^,.--wcw» b . ready jg, 

comes. He acknowledged there is no indication when that might be 

Sudan sends medical team to Iraq 

*e team, mdodmg — 


— « in 

volunteers in Iraq. Sudan’s military 03105 rc ^ lstere ^ to s 
of kuwait but condemns the allforf fipvenunent says it wants : 
foreign foras m -I the pra 
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ome News 

Iraq will ‘fight to the bitter end’ — Prince Hassan 


WASHINGTON (J.T.) — Ms 
ir^'r ^ Royal Highness Crown Prince 
*-Z' Hassan said Sunday that the Un- 

““ *1 I -TV* z+~A Gtauo Ub t : n ; 


States had left Iraqi Presi- 
s p.' dent Saddam Hussein no option 
- ^ hot to “fight to the bitter end” 

- -JN and be predicted the Iraqi 

- would chose martyrdom over sor- 
render, the Assoc i a t ed Press re- 

’j'r^ ported Monday. 

Crown Prince Hassan, a guest 
on the CBS news show “Face the 
* Nation,” also predfcced it would 

77 -cr .,V take g en er a tions to erase Muslim. 

'- 1 ' j y “t iH-wiU against the United States 
,.7j and its allies in die war. 

The Grown Prince, interviewed 
■ from Amman said Iraq would 

7 ^ neves- surrender. 

’ -it-.- 7^ “When the United States says 
* Ur ^ ^ 7 ^ no face-saving, no linkage, no 
negotiations, and then unleashes 


this tremendous force of destruc- 
tion, capitulation is simply not of 
the Iraqi style, nor is it the Iraqi 
leadership style,” said the Crown 
Prince. 

“I t hin k it’s very, very dear 
that there is no option other than 
to fight to the fritter end, and we 
are talking about martyrdom.” 
Prince, Hassan said that view 
might be “irrational in the West.” 
“But, effectively, if you're 
going down in history as a mar- 
tyr... yon are at the end of the 
day, in die eyes of history, a 
winner and not a loser,” be said. 

Prince Hassan also w«l the 
United States has misraimiateH 
die intensity of Muslim anger 
over the war with Iraq. 

“This is fratricide, and no 
Arab, effectively, is going to sit 








by and say he takes pleasure in 
seeing Saudis killing Iraqis or 
Iraqis frilling Qataris,” he < w id. “I 


thinif that there is increasing un- 
rest in the Arab and Muslim 
streets from Morocco to Indone- 
sia,” 

By buying Iraqi oil and sending 
food to Iraq Crown Prince Has- 
san said Jordan was forced to tmn 
to Iraq for oil after Saudi Arabia 
closed its border with Jordan. 

“This is not a violation of 
sanctions. We are not selling tha t 
oil on the high seas, and it only 
covers barely two-thirds of our 
national requirements.” 

“We have made it dear that 
the borders of Iraq are open to 
Turkey, Iran and Syria and cer- 
tainly we have not seen the kind 
of scrutiny that we have had here 
with the Security Council sanc- 
tions committee t«m» that visited 
Jordan and gave an extremely 


positive assesment of the pic- 
ture,” Prince Hassan said. 

He asserted that the food ship- 
ments were a humanitarian ges- 
ture and did not violate Jordan's 
neutrality. 

Asked why Jordan had not 
criticised Iraq's using Jordanian 
airspace to send Sold missiles 
into Israel, the Crown Prince said 
Jordan bad “made h very dear 
that the loss of civilian life any- 
where is appalling and to be 
deplored.” 

“Bat, at the same time, Td like 
to make it also dear that we are 
in a position to do very little 
about missiles crossing airspace, 
but this does not mean that we 
are in some way to be pulled into 
a war that we have opposed from 
the outset,” be said. 



Gulf war disrupts mail delivery 




By Nur Sati 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — - Mail has been 
severely affected since the Gulf 
war erupted, causing frustration 
for many people. As 
businesses especially are begin- 
ning to fed the pinch, the con- 
cerned authorities have been 
working out alternative plans 
for mail to and from Europe 
and America and in particular 
to and from the Gulf countries. 

A Jordanian who has rela- 
tives in Vienna, Austria told 
the Jordan Times that his sister 
tried to post a letter to Jordan 
but the authorities there would 
not accept any mail destined 
for the kingdom. 

According to the head of the 
cargo section at Royal Jorda- 
nian Airlines (RJ), Zeid Lam- 
baz, “RJ frights now stop at 
Cairo, Lamaca and Vienna 
and from there they go to other 
destinations in Europe and the 
Far East, carrying mail to these 
locations.” 

While iacomfag mail from 
Europe and N. America is 


taking as long as one month to 
reach Jordan, postal services to 
and from the Guff have almost 
come to a hah. The Post and 
Postal Savings Corporation 
(PPSC) proposed that since air 
links between Jordan and die 
Gulf were cut, mail should be 
forwarded overland. Accord- 
ing to a. Jordan! an -Saudi 
arrangement, "this would 
mean that the two countries 
would exchange mail at the 
Jordan-Saudj border,” Dr. 
Abdullah A1 Jazi, d ire c t or 
general of the PPSC told the 
Jordan Tones. 

Regarding die rest of die 
Gulf countries — except for 
Oman (to which RJ is resum- 
ing flights) — A1 Jazi said, “we 
are keeping all the letters and 
waiting for a response from 
them.” 

“A trial RJ flight to Oman 
has recently been arranged,” 
according to Faraj Bassil, 
country general manager at 


Sky Pack courier service. This 
will help the postal service “be- 
cause from Oman there are 
daily flights to Dubai, Saudi 
Arabia, B ahrain and other 
(daces in the Golf region.” But 

RiKtiT rairtipn f«i that since ^ 

was a trial fli ght: “we do not 
know how long this route will 
last.” 

Businessmen already feel 
the effect of this mail delay. 
“We are not receiving mail as 
regularly as before and the 
post office is not getting much 
mail out. This means we de- 
pend on faxes, telexes and 
telephones which are very ex- 
pensive.” 

Wafa, a mother erf four chil- 
dren said “maybe a company 
can handle the expenses, but 
we cannot always resort to 
telephones. We depend on 
mail and now we are left with- 
out any news from relatives 
abroad.” 

T-nmha? revealed that while 
RJ flew out 100 tonnes of 
mailb ags in February 1990, 
now that has been reduced to 
30 tonnes only. 




Move Palestinians leave 
occupied territories 
than Israel allows in ; ' 


. jhoY 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Israel’s res- 
trictions on Palestinians crossing 
into the ocoqiied territories from 
Jordan via the King Hnssein and 
prince Mohammad bridges have 
been increased lately, depriving 
many of die right to return u 
their homeland, accenting tr Jr. 

Ahmad Q afanam , head C . die 

Foreign Ministry’s department of 
Palestinian affairs. 

Qatanani told the Jordan 
Times that between Jan. 21 and 
31 a total of 438 people were 
admitted across the King Hussein 
bridge and 350 across the Prince 
Mohammad bridge, while in the 
same period the Israelis allowed 
650 to leave the Palestinian terri- 
tories across die King Hussein 
bridge and 699 across the Prince 
Mohammad bridge. 

It is dear that the number of 
those leaving the occupied terri- 
tories have been almost double 
those entering, Qatanani noted. 

Furthe r more, many of the 
Palestinians with special permits 


and rcccgnised by the occupation 
fences as inhabitants of tL- occu- 
pied territories have been turned 
back several times, and their per- 
mits have now expired rendering 
it impossible for them to ever 
return to the West Bank and the 
Gaza S trip , Q atanani 

He said the Israeli measures 
are tantamount to mass deporta- 
tion of die Palestinian people. 

We have daily instances of peo- 
ple turned bade, and we received 
many complaints from the public, 
while we maintain intensive con- 
tacts with the International Com- 
mittee of die Red Cross (ICRC) 
and other U.N. agencies to res- 
tore normal procedures across 
the bridges, Qatanani said. But, 
he added: “We have received no 
favourable reply from the other 
side.” 

Reuter news agency Monday 
quoted Interior Ministry Secret- 
ary General Salameh Hammad as 
saying that the Israelis on Mon- 
day allowed only seven people to 


i'aq 


Maritime communications station 
starts operations on Saturday 


AQABA (J.T.) — A maritime 
- “?■' communications station built on 
2 - " the Aqaba coast to provide ser- 
-■ vices to maritime transport has 
been completed and will start 
operations Sautrday, according to 
> ' an announcemen t by the Director 
General of the Jordanian Ports 
r : X Corporation (JPC) A wad A1 TaL 
• Tal said in the statement to the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra that 
the $4.5 milli on project was 
essential to offer services to ships 
^ in the Red Sea, the Mediterra- 
^^neau Sea, the Arabian Gulf and 
parts erf the Indian Ocean. 

An American firm was 
awarded a contract to execute the 
project in June 1988. It was stipu- 


lated in the contract that the 
project should be finished in 12 
months at a cost of $4 million. 

The station, said to be one of 
the most modem in die Middle 
East, should be able to offer 
services to oil tankers, passenger 
ships and cargo vessels that might 
be docking at Aqaba harbour or 
in the vicinity of the Red Sea, the 
eastern coasts of Africa and the 
QvKbw Ocean, JPC officials said. 
They said that the station would 
akn offer training to Jordanian 
personnel and technicians and the 
American firm should, according 
.to the contract, provide the 
necessary equipment fra - opera- 
tions. 


NATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 


Kingtelephones Yemeni president 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Monday made a 
telephone call with Yemeni President Ah Abdullah Saleh and 
exchanged with him views on the general situation in the region. 

Kllani receives Tunisian ambassador 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs 
Ibrahim Zeid A1 Kthuxi received in his office Monday the Tunisian 
ambassador to Jordan Mohammad Mougi. Kllani and Monp 
scopes of cooperation between Jordan and Tunisia and 
ways to enhance them. 


According to Tal, the station 
will be operational from six in the 
morning until 10 in the evening, 
providing telephone, telex and 
telegrahp services from land to 
sea and vice versa to shipping 
agents and various vessels owned 
. by nations dealing with the Jorda- 
nian market. 

Tal also said tint at present six 
cargo vessels were docked at 
Aqaba harbour including two 
laden with wheat and rice for the 
Jordanian market. He said that 
four cargo vessles are being 
loaded with Jordanian exports 
including phosphate, potash, fer- 
tilisers and cement. 

But according to Tal, all mer- 
chant vessels beaded for Aqaba 
are being subjected to search and 
harassment by the allied naval 
ships in the Red Sea, and that 
three vessels earlier this week 
were tamed bade at the entrance 
of the Gulf. These vessels which 
carried goods imported for Jor- 
dan were forced to unload their 
cargo in neighbouring pons. Hie 
goods would be exposed to dam- 
age and long delay before 
reaching Jordan, he said. 

Tal added that the JPC has 
been exerting double efforts to 
speed up the process of loading, 
and unloading vessels and has 
made plans for employing up to 
300 additional workers to help 
carry out the handling operations 
at the port. 


“Despite RTs lifting of mail, 
the amount is in fact very little 
because of the reduced number 
of flights, especially Middle 
East air traffic.” 

Skypack, a rapid 24 hour 
courier service, is facing delays 
up to four days with delivery 
especially 10 Gulf states, Bassil 
said. 

“We are suffering a great 
deal with the increase in cost of 
freight shipment also, because 
war insurance is not paid by 
our dfaets.” He added that 
“we are doing our best using 
the routes and time that RJ is 
offering. We are also cooperat- 
ing through our Larnaca, 
Cairo, Rome and Vienna 
offices” 

A1 Jazi says the PPSC has 
adopted several alternative 
procedures. In case flights for 
Egypt are interrupted, it was 
agreed with Egyptian author- 
ities to exchange mail at the 
Aqaba and Yenbnh seaports, 
he said. 

As for worldwide mail dis- 
tribution, “arrangements were 
made with RJ to carry mail- 


bags to its destinations and 
then forward them with other 
airlines,” A1 Jazi said. 

Concerning incoming mail , 
the PPSC has issued a circula- 
tion (through the Universal 
Postal Union bureau in Berne, 
Switzerland) to around 170 
world postal administrations, 
requesting them to send mail 
addressed to Jordan to capitals 
where RJ is operating. 

Forwarding of parcels and 
packages has been most 
affected by iiregalar flights. 
According to officials at the 
central post office, “we do not 
recommend that anyone 
send parcels abroad.” They 
said it may take as long as one 
and a half to two months for a 
parcel to reach its destination. 
A senior official at the central 
post office maint ained “RJ 
takes a few of the parcels hot 
tiie bulk is piling up here.” 

Lambaz, however, reasoned 
that because of RJ flying only 
three Boeing 727s and one 
Boeing 707, “space is limited 
because the flights are crowded 
with passengers." 


People could grow 
vegetables, raise 
sheep at homes 


cros the King Hussein bridge 
and turned bade 57 others. 

He said 27 people, most of 
them elderly men and women, 
were allowed to cross the Prince 
Mohammad bridge, but 30 others 
were barred entry. 

Qatanani confirmed the fi- 
gures, and said his department 
receives daily bulletins from the 
bridges about the situation there. 

Before the Gulf war began on 
Jan. 17, an average of about 200 
people a day were allowed across 
the King Hussein bridge and 
1.200 on the Danrieh bridge, but 
over die past two weeks the 
Israeli a u thor i t i es were allowing 
only 50 people to cross at each 
bridge for what they have been 
claiming as part of the security 
measure in the occupied territor- 
ies which have been subjected to 
a blanket cmfew, now in Its 18th 
day. 

According to Qatanani, most 
of those returning to Palestine 
came from Kuwait and the Gulf. 


By Odeh Odefa 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Agricultural En- 
gineers Monday voiced their 
absolute support for a decision by 
the Ministry of Municipal and 
Rural Affairs and the Environ- 
ment to allow people to grow 
their own food and raise animals 
near their homes and said that tiie 
decision was a step in the right 
direction. 

Minister of Municipal Affairs 
Mohammad Zaben had stated 
that his ministry was putting the 
finishing touches on a law allow- 
ing people living within tiie muni- 
cipal boundaries in tbe rural dis- 
tricts of Jordan especially in vil- 
lages, to breed sheep and goats 
and set up poultry farms next to 
their homes with tbe purpose of 
helping the country to attain self- 
sufficiency. To date such practice 
was prohibited by law, but the 
minister said in fas statement to 
A1 Ra’i published Monday that 
tins is being allowed in view of 
the current circumstances Jordan 
is facing. 

Bur according to tbe minister, 
those wishing to benefit from the 


new law should abide by the 
hygienic regulations, dispose 
safely of waste and. cooperate 
with local councils in conducting 
this b usin ess. 

Jordanian Agricultural En- 
gineers Association President 
Ghaleb Abu Arrafa said that the 
new practice would help Jordan 
boost its food production and 
attain self sufficiency. Tbe rir- 
cu m stanccs faring Jordan at pre- 
sent prompt its people to come up 
with new ideas to curb then- 
imports of foods and rely on then- 
own resources, Abu Arrabi 
added in a statement to A1 Ra’i 
and tiie Jordan Times Monday. 

Abu Arrabi urged all people to 
intensity tbe process of planting 
fruit trees and vegetables in their 
backyards, a practice that bad 
been followed wisely by their 
grandparents. 

Bombing Jordanian trucks on 
their way to Jordan, harassing 
cargo vessels heading for Aqaba 
are symptoms of the increased 
pressure being imposed on Jor- 
dan Which ought to do what it can 
to overcome tbe consequences of 
tbe embargo, Abu Arrabi said. 


Jerusalem committee 
cables de Cuellar 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Popular 
Committee for the Defence of 
Jerusalem Monday urged U.N. 
Secretary General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar to end the injustice 
being imposed on the Palestinian 
people by the Israeli occupation 
authorities. 

In a cable to de Cuellar, the 
co mmi ttee referred to tiie suffer- 
ing of the Palestinian people as a 
result of the continued curfews. 

**Hie world community as rep- 
resented by the United Nations is 
expected to uphold its responsibi- 
lities with regard to the blatant 
Israeli inhuman poCries which is 
openly using the existing crisis in 
the region to starve the Palesti- 
nians into submission,” tbe com- 
mittee said. 

“It is our view that tbe con- 
tinued failure of the United Na- 
tions to take the necessary mea- 
sures to redress this appalling 
situation and to extend immedi- 
ate necessary assistance and pro- 
tection to the Palestinian people 
would, otherwise, lead to more 
sufferings and instability in tiie 
region, and would seriously con- 
tribute to damaging, still farther, 
the credibility of the U.N. in the 
area,” tiie cable said. 

The committee also sent a 
cable to the ambassador of the 
German Federal Republic in Am- 


man urging the German govern- 
ment to reconsider its present 
policies in favour of Israel and to 
help maintain a friendly rela- 
tionship with the Palestinian peo- 
ple. 

“The Palestinians in the occu- 
pied territories, including Jeru- 
salem, have been subjected to 
continuous curfew since Jan. 17, 
1991 which has resulted in severe 
food shortages, human sufferings 
for old people, women and chil- 
dren, who, due to such curfew, 
have been denied access to food, 
medical aid and medicine,” tiie 
cable said. 

The government of the Federal 
Republic of Germany has chosen 
to ignore this situation, and to 
embark on a policy of appea s in g 
the Israeli go v e rnment by send- 
ing, in addition to military hard- 
ware, massive food, medical, 
logistic and cash aid to Israel. 
This act is viewed, by the Palesti- 
nians, as a condonation of tiie 
Israeli in human practices in tbe 
occupied territories, since no 
effort was made by the German 
government to redress the suffer- 
ings of the Palestinians. Moreso, 
tbe German government did not 
attempt to provide tbe Palesti- 
uians under occupation with simi- 
lar aid to that volunteered to the 
Israelis,” the committee said. 
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King visits army HQ 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King h™ **, tbe com- 

mander of the Jor dani an Armed 
Forces, Monday risked tbe army 
iiMiiip,n n f and met wftb army 
Chief of Staff Fothl Aba Taleb and 
-"‘Iiiiiffl * *" Part of meet- 

ing mo attended by Prime Minister 
MndarBadnm, and tbe speakers of 
die Upper and Lower Booses of 
Parliament, Ahmad Lawri and 
AbcM I-a««r Arotrfyat- 
Ttae atafieace were briefed on tbe 
nctl e l tko and preparations of fee 
People’s Army and tbe duties it w3 
be given. 


Chler of fee Rqyal Coort Sharif 
Ben nwi— pMiiwi fee 

King on wi w rt ip . 

• 

After fee briefing, fee King ri- 
sked fee A1 Hondo Medical CBy to 
inquire about fee injured In the 
UA and allied bombing on Jorda- 
nian vehicles along fee Ammo- 
ftfhdod highway. 

Qhu-hftng wife the King’i visit 
to the byntd, the Public Security 
De p a r t m ent (PSD) issued a state- 
ment announcing the arrival of the 
body HTUH in 

raids. He is Yousef Ahmad Qafaf 


whose body was transferred to Jor- 
dan with the help of the Interna- 
tional Co mmi ttee of fee Red Cross 
(ICRC). 

The announcement quoted an 
ICRC report as saytag that the 
following Jordanians were injured 
hi the raids «i««g Amman- 
Baghdad road: Abdullah Yousef A1 
Haj from (hum Qais, Mohammad 
Saleh Ghazzawi from North 
Sbnnefa, Dalhouin Solehnan ZibokB 
from fee Jottfam Valley and Sulei- 
man Sabi Mohammad from 
Nu'dmeh. 


Only ‘odd’ cars run today 

Decision to restrict cars, 
save energy goes into effect 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Thursday's 
govenment decision to restrict 
the use of private cars in London 
is to go into effect Tuesday as was 
earlier announced by an official 
communique, and violators will 
risk having their cars impounded, 
according to an announcement 
Monday by Minister of Transport 
and Teleco mmunicati ons Jamal 
Saraireb. 

Saraireh repeated the govern- 
ment order which allows motor- 
ists to use their cars on alternate 
days only. Cars with plates en- 
ding with odd numbers will ran 
on odd days and those with even 
numbers on even days of the 
month. The order said that the 
use of government vehicles would 
be cut by half and rh»r beating of 
government buildings would be 
reduced by 25 per cent. 

Saraireh said that the new mea- 
sure was applicable to all Jorda- 
nian private cars with white, and 
yellow licence plates, and cars 
with non-Jordanian plates. 

The minister noted that viola- 
tors of the order will risk having 
their cars impounded, while own- 
ers of cars with fake plates will risk 
having their vehicles confiscated. 

To make things easier, 
Saraireh said the ministry has 


fared 50 buses owned by the 
Jordan Express Transport and 
Tourist Company (JETT) to 
boost the capacity of tbe 3 00 
buses owned and operated by the 
Public Transport Corporation 
(PTC) which in turn will carry out 
an emergency programme to in- 
crease its operations and meet 
additional transportation needs. 

The minister appealed to tbe 
members of the public to go to 
work earlier than usual to help 
the PTC ensure sufficient means 
to carry them there and back 
home; he also urged the people to 
cooperate by carrying other peo- 
ple in their private cars. 

PTC Director General Sulei- 
man A1 Habahbeh said in a state- 
ment Mouday that the corpora- 
tion will exert all possibile efforts 
to provide transportation services 
to the public under the present 
circumstances. 

Habahbeh urged passengers 
using public transport to submit 
recommendations and remarks to 
the PTC management in tbe first 
days of the enforcement of the 
regulations so that amendments 
to its PTC emergency programme 
on various routes could be intro- 
duced to cater to the needs of the 
public. 


He said that tbe first week of 
the experiment would be subject 
to observation to determine 
which areas need more buses than 
others so that adjustments could 
be made. 

He said that buses from JETT 
and from Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
will also be commandeered to 
facilitate the transportation 
plans. According to Habahbeh, 
PTC representatives will be sta- 
tioned at various locations to 
facilitate tbe transporation pro- 
cess and to receive remarks from 
tbe public and study them before 
reporting to the management. 

Jordan has been receiving all 
its crude oil from Iraq since 
September when Saudi Arabia 
cut off supplies to the Kingdom. 

The government decision fol- 
lowed U.S. allied air raids in . 
recent days on the international 
highway, finkin g Iraq with Jor- 
dan, which so far killed five peo- 
ple, injured many others and 
destroyed a number of oil tanker 
trucks. 

Economists, however, say as 
little as one tenth of the 60.000 
harries of Iraqi crude oil a day 
usually brought by these trucks 
are now reaching Amman as a 
result of the bombing raids. 


Evacuees trickle, describe road 
from Baghdad as ‘death trap’ 


By P.V. Vmkasand 

' Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The arrival of Asian 
refugees from across the border 
remained at a bare minimum for 
tiie second day running Monday 
as the main road between Bagh- 
dad and the border was described 
as a death trap in view of the 
renewed air bombardment by 
allied forces waging war on Iraq. 

Less than 400 people, inducting 
a few Jordanians, had crossed the 
A1 Rnweished border as the day 
drew to a dose, and bender offi- 
cials said many of them reported 
running a “gauntlet" from tiie 
Iraqi capital to the frontier as 
jetffghters and bombers flew re- 
peated sorties. 

Among the arrivals were about 
100 Indian construction workers 
from Basra, Iraq’s southernmost 
city, who reported total devasta- 
tion of shopping areas, residential 
districts and government build- 
ings alike. 

According to an Indian refugee 
who arrived Sunday, the bomb- 
ings were “totally indiscrimin- 
ate.” 

“They are fatting everywhere," 
be said. “Even mosques with 
their distinct minarets and 
schools are pulverised." 


Most erf the arrivals said they 
drove at night from Ba£ftdad 
without switching on the main 
lights of their vehicles in a bid to 
escape the attention of planes. 

Some travellers also reproted 
low-flying* aircraft attacking with 
macbfaeguns. 

Security sources said" a body of 
a non-Jordanian killed in one of tbe 
attacks was brought into Jordan 
Monday, but there was no im- 
mediate means to establish the 
identity of tiie deceased. 

Diplomatic sources said they 
were not aware that tbe body 
could be that of an Asian who 
was killed when the truck he was 
driving was bombed last week. 

Meanwhile, about 3,150 eva- 
cuees, inducting about 420 seek- 
ing political asyhim in a third 
country, remained in Jordan 
awaiting flights out arranged tty 
the International Organisation of 
Migration (IOM). The figures in- 
cluded about 400, who were sche- 
duled to be flown home Monday. 

Among the remaining were 
1,246 Sudanese, 685 Egyptians, 
45 Moroccans and 30 Philippine 
nationals as well as 233 of various 
other nationalities in addition to 393 
Somalis and a group of Iranians. 
The Somalis and Ir anians are 
seeking help from the United 


Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) for political 
asylum, but most of the Somalis 
are expected to leave for home 
soon in view of tbe toppling of the 
regime of Mohammad Siad Barre 
whom they opposed. 

IOM figures showed that 
11,762 people — mostly Asians 
and Arab Africans — have been 
repatriated through the organisa- 
tion between Jan. 18 and Feb. 3. 

With the departure late Sunday 
of an Aeroflot chartered flight 
carrying about 300 Indians to 
Bombay, the number of Asians 
shrunk to six — three Sri Lankans 
and three Pakistanis. It was not 
immediately known why the six 
did not leave on the Aeroflot 
flight to Bombay, from where 
they could have taken homeward 
flights on regular airlines. 

According to an official state- 
ment from the department of 
borders of the Public Security 
Directorate, a total of 1,175 peo- 
ple — 705 of them Jordanian , 892 
other Arab nationals and 118 
non-Arabs arrived through the 
border post at A1 Ruweished 
Sunday. 

The statement said 125 
Haveners — 101 Jordanians, 23 
Arabs and one non-Arab left for 
Iraq through A1 Ruweished on 
the same day. 


Srour visits Karak.Tafileh 


KARAK (Petra) — Minister of 
Water and Irrigation Saad Hayel 
Srour Monday inspected water 
resources in Karak and Tafileh 
go verno rates where he was 
briefed on the water situation in 
tiie two govern orates. 

Srour said in a meeting with 
directors of tbe water depart- 
ments that rains in tiie past few 
days replenished Jordan’s water 
reserves in dams and under- 
grounds wells and helped the 
Kingdom overcome its water cri- 
sis. 

He said the arimstry’s depart- 
ments are currently working on 
replacing old water pipes net- 
works with new ones and are 


Rafsanjani 

(Continued from page 1) 

asked about Mr. RafsanjanTs 
comments. “Nobody has said 
anything to us directly." 

Mr. Rafsanjani said be had told 

Mr. Hammadi the only solution 
to the war was “an Iraqi with- 
drawal from Kuwait and Ac with- 
drawal of all foreign forces from 

the region.” 

“Our purpose is to get Iraq out 
of Kuwait and we've gone 
through 12 U.N. resolutions and 


doing their best to provide 
citizens with water. 

The minister asked the water 
departments in the goveraorates 
to cooperate with tbe different 
official institutions fa order to get 
the best posable results fa their 
work. 

The m inistr y, he said, is now 
studying the issues of building 
earth dams fa the eastern parts of 
the Kingdom. 

“The ministry will form a spe- 
cialised team to conduct studies 
on the best locations to establish 
earth dams in eastern parts of 
tiie country within the framework 
of the ministry's five-year plan,” 


we’re engaged in a military con- 
flict to do that," Mr. Htzwater 
said. 

Iran became fiercely anti- 
American when a 1979 Islamic 
Revolution overthrew the U.S.- 
backed monarchy. 

Mir. Rafeanjam's offer to meet 
President Saddam and to talk to 
the Americans was an indication 
of his enhanced grip on all fac- 
tions within Tehran’s clerical 

leadership. 

He has managed to win all 
groups, including Islamic radicals 

who initially called for holy war in 


Srour said. 

Karak Governor Eid Ai Qatar- 
□eh, who attended the meeting, 
reviewed tbe water situation in 
the goveraoraie and its needs of 
water in tiie future. 

After the meeting, Srour vi- 
sited Tafileh where he held a 
meeting with Tafileh Governor 
Kbab'd Bawaliz and heads of the 
water departments there. 

Bawaliz reviewed the water 
situation hi Tafileh govemcrate 
and the citizens’ needs of water. 

He also briefed the minister on 
projects carried out by tiie gov- 
e morale's committee encrusted 
with solving the problems of 
drought- 


support of Iraq, to his policy of 
neutrality in the 1 9-day-old con- 
flict. 

Asked about details of Iran's 
peace initiative. Mr. Rafsanjani 
said: “We are now negotiating 
with the Organisation of tbe Isla- 
mic Conference, Persian Gulf lit- 
toral states, Pakistan, Turkey, 
the United Nations. France, the 
Soviet Union and Algeria. 

“If Saddam Hussein accepts 

our idea, I think it will be accept- 
able to others. Of course I do not 
know if it will be accepted by die 
Americans...” 
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Odd #s and deeds 

MUCH CAN be said about Prime Minister Mudar Badran’s 
determination to carry out his cabinet’s decision to restrict 
the use of private cars in order to save energy* Despite 
public pleas to the government to reconsider its d e cisi o n, the 
prime minis ter went ahead and as of today restricted private 
cars with license plates ending with even numbers to drive 
on even days and those with odd ones mi odd days. Mr. 
Badran mristed Monday that this measure was the most 
viable proposal to save energy during these difficult times. 
He did also despite the fact that the prime minister himself 
admitted yesterday that not only was parliament divided on 
the issue, but his cabinet as wefl. 

No one disagrees that Jordanians have a responsibility to 
save energy at these difficult times. Mr. Badran urged 
Jordanians yesterday to abandon luxurious lifestyles during 
such circumstances. But, on this one, Mr. Badran’s 
government ought probably to think beyond those living in 
Abdoun — people who own a number of cars and can afford 
to use different ones on different days. The government is 
expected not only to think of but also defend the majority of 
the population who could all too easily indude an average 
family of eight owning a single car. The decision therefore 
can paralyse the movement of these people, and they could 
be many, considering that they might not afford taking taxis 
everywhere, or walking for kilometres before reaching a 
public transport terminal. 

In his statement yesterday, the prime minister said that 
the people most cooperate among themselves to deal with 
such restrictions and that it was not always the govern- 
ment’s responsibility to do so. One wonders whether it is not 
the government's responsibility to introduce new measures 
to die people only alter thorough study of the Issue at stake 
and its consequences? Mr. Badran said that the new 
measures were temporary, sounding just like the two-day 
weekend derision, which was retracted shortly after people 
became used to it. Such decisions are not to be fiddled with: 
Imposed one day and abandoned the next 

Mr. Badran used the Iraqi people’s steadfastness when 
they are being bombarded by the U.S.-allied forces as an 
example to emulate. He was right The Iraqi people are 
sacrificing a great deal to resist the war waged on them. 
They set a perfect model for all Arabs to follow. But the 
Iraqi people have no choice bnt to take water out from their 
rivers and bofl it for drinking. We, however, have some 
choices and alternatives to saving gasoline. The government 
has a responsibility to the people greater than that of taking 
decisions and asking the public to follow. The government 
should have studied the matter more carefully and consi- 
dered all its implications as wefl as other alternatives. 

As it did with mQk, sugar and rice six months ago, the 
government could have introduced coupons for distributing 
petrol. It could have ordered gas stations to open for only a 
few hoars everyday. Or it could have organised a car pod 
system in neighbourhoods whereby residents could meet in 
offices set up by the government to see where the people’s 
workplaces or schools are and arrange to travel together 
alternately in one car. The government probably should 
have given more thought to these alternatives than just 
decide and then ask the people to knock on their neighbours’ 
doors for help. 

Jordanians are all ready and more than willing to 
shoulder their responsibilities to keep their country on its 
feet and to keep their beads held high without bowing to any 
foreign pressure. But this is a collective responsibility. 
Governments, every one agrees, are the managers of theh* 
countries and their pec-rfes’ public affairs. And managers 
are expected to come up wm» -. and, wefl prepared and well 
thought of decisions for the good of their citizens. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

AL RAT Arabic daily Monday launches a bitter criticism of Arab 
heads of state who are gloating over the massacres being 
committed by the allied forces against the Iraqi people. The paper 
said that as the U.S.-led allies continue to raid areas heavily 
populated with Iraqi civil ains, killing innocent people »nH 
destroying the Iraqi cultural, economic and social centres, there 
are a number of Arab leaders who are instigating Washington and 
its allies to pursue the process of destruction. These leaders are 
horrified by the idea that Iraq might come ont victorious from this 
conflict, and they are also afraid of their own people who are 
bound to topple them at any moment, the paper noted. It said the 
only hope for these puppets who betrayed their nation is to 
continue their efforts to see Iraq destroyed and its people 
massacred. But these leaders are wrong to believe that Iraq will 
be overwhelmed, and are wrong to believe that their own people 
will remain passive after watching their brothers and sisters in 
Iraq being massacred, the paper continued. Baghdad, the paper 
said, has sufficient power to abort the American forces aim« and 
objectives; and with its continued steadfastness, this Arab capital 
has helped the good Arabs to open their eyes wefl and recognise 
those who have betrayed their nation and sold their honour and 
the honour of their countries by accepting bribes to side with the 
enemies of the Arab and Islamic Nation. 

As the eyes of the world are focused on the events in the Gulf, 
Israel tightens its bold over the occupied Arab territories by 
maintaining a constant curfew on the one and a half million 
Palestinians, said A1 Dustour Arabic daily Monday. The Israelis 
have subjected the oppressed people of Palestine to 18 days of 
curfew so far, depriving them of earning their livelihood and 
denying them the right to conduct their normal business in the 
rural the urban regions, the paper said. Of course these measures 
are part of Israel's endeavours to stifle the Arabs economically, 
politically and socially with the aim of aborting their uprising 
which is now is its fourth year, the paper noted. It said that the 
Zionist leaders do not want the Palestinians to witness the great 
honor gripping the Israeli society as a result of the Iraqi rocket 
attacks. 


'Force is sterile’ 


By Khalil Barhoum 


RAPIDLY changing global poli- 
tics has left the Bush administra- 
tion grasping for a clear and 
persuasive case against Iraq. 

President Bush has invoked 
his “new world order" as justi- 
fication for America's military 
intervention in the Gulf- But 
what is this new world order 
anyway, and what implications 
does it bring to Third World 
nations, and to the Arab World 
in particular? 

From all indications, the term 
aptly describes a unipolar world 
in which the political will of the 
United States, supported by 
military power, can no longer be 
challenged with impunity by 
smaller nations. In the context of 
the U.S.-Iraq confrontation, the 
new world order is viewed by 
many Arabs as heralding the 
recolonisation of Arab land 
(through American military pre- 
sence) and American monopo- 
lisation of Arab oil resources. 

Underlying the American 
move is an overriding concern 
for the preservation of the status 
quo in The Arab World, with all 
its socio-economic and political 
inequities. 

Arabs widely believe that the 
| speed and resovle with which the 
United States moved against 
Iraq's invasion of Kuwait was 
meant to thwart any attempt at 
an Arab solution for the conflict. 

I Such a solution would no doubt 
have led to the political weaken- 
ing of the rich Gulf mini-states 


so be it. since appealing to the 
West's sense of morality ( parti - 
— indeed, to the delight of 
millions of Arabs who view these 
states as simply too decadent 
and Ibeholden to the West. 

The transformation of these 
states is regarded by most Arab 
nationalists to be a sine qua non 
for launching a new order com- 
mitted to an equitable distribu- 
tion of wealth across the geopoli- 
tical divides of the Arab World. 

U.S. military intervention on. 
behalf of the "rich Arab order" 
has rekindled Arab nationalism 
and fuelled pan-Arab aspirations 
(which have reached intensity 
levels not witnessed since the 
Franco- Anglo- Israeli challenge 
to Egypt's Nasser in 1956). 

The present conflict has 
squarely placed the West, espe- 
cially the United States, on the 
side of Arab rulers who have' 
resisted social and political 
change, and have shown no in- 
clination toward sharing their 
vast unearned wealth with less 
fortunate Arabs. 

In intervening with so much 
zeal and force to "defend Saudi 
Arabia and liberate Kuwait," 
the United States is conveying 
the dangerously cynical message 
that the only Arabs it cares 
about are those who are rich and 
have oil. 

Most Arabs, meanwhile, have 
become convinced that if it takes 
a confrontation with the. West to 
draw attention to their political 
and economic grievances, then 


cularly over Israel's continued 
occupation of Arab lands and its 
human rights abuses of Palesti- 
nians.) has yielded no positive 
results. 

The United States seems quite 
intent on maintaining the Arab 
status quo and defending the 
excesses of the privileged few in 
the Arab Gulf — to the point of 
even threatening to go to war 
over that. The United States 
does not seem to note that milit- 
ary actions have only sown the 
seeds for further conflict in the 
area. 

Consider the U.S.-engineered 
overthrow of the popular gov- 
ernment of Mohammad Mosad- 
deq in Iran in 1953 to reinstate 
the shah — an action which 
returned to haunt the United 
States. 

Also, Lebanese point to the 
brief American military engage- 
ment in Lebanon in 1983 on 
behalf of an unpopular govern- 
ment (when the battleship New 
Jersey shelled Lebanese villages, 
inflicting many civilian casual- 
ties). That incident, coupled 
with U.S. tacit support for 
Israel's 1982 destructive invasion 
and its continued occupation of 
one-tenth of Lebanon, have 
been directly responsible for 
what the West has come to label 
"Shi'ite terrorism.” 

Worth remembering is that 
the taking of American hostages 
and hijacking of American air- 
planes by Lebanese Shi'ites be- 
came a much-dreaded reality 


onlv after 1982-83. 

Regardless of how the Gulf 
crisis ultimately resolved, the 
region will undergo political up- 
heavals to release ever-building 
popular pressure and redress 
longstanding social and econo- 
mic injustices which have long 
been tolerated, if not encour- 
aged. by the West. 

If the United States decides to 
go to war to preserve the status 
quo, however, it will be setting a 
dangerous historical precedent. 
The unfold devastation to Arab 
life and property, possibly in- 
cluding oilfields, will undoubted- 
ly fuel anti-American sentiment 
throughout the Arab and Mus- 
lim worlds. 

To quote Mohammad Haikai, 
a prominent Egyptian political 
commentator. “Force is sterile 
and will lead to nothing. The 
best approach is to seek a new 
Arab order for the future. Re- 
spect for borders, however arbit- 
rary. should be balanced by a 
sharing of wealth. Legitimacy 
should also reflect human values 
and aspirations and the fact that 
these change with time. No solu- 
tion will succeed unless it offers 
a vision.” 

Khalil Barhoum is a senior lec- 
turer in the department of ling- 
uistics at Stanford University 
and a founding member ot 
Alternatives: Arab Council for 
Change. He wrote this article for 
the Afercuiy News. 


Bush adds religion to U.S. 
arsenal against Iraq 


By Richard Walker 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — President 
George Bush's call to 250 mil- 
lion Americans to pray daily 
from Sunday for divine aid for 
U.S.-led forces in the Gulf 
war adds a spiritual dismension 
to the military campaign being 
waged against Iraq. 

In so doing. Bosh went over 
the heads of major U.S. 
Christian, Jewish and Muslim 
sects and appealed directly to 
the faithful for moral endorsed 
meat of what be insists is a 
"just war" which transcends 
and embraces all creeds. 

The U.S. president in the 
past week increasingly sought 
to claim the moral and reli- 
gious high ground for the allied 
campaign to expel Iraq from 
Kuwait — even as the Iraqi 
leader proclaimed again that 
God is on Baghdad's ride in a 
“holy war” against invading 
Western infidels. 

In addition to an official' 
proclamation naming Sunday a 
“national day of prayer,” Bush 


told sympathetic religious 
broadcasters the allied cause 
qualifies as a “just wax" under 
traditional Christian teaching 
begun with the 5th century 
Catholic theologian St Augus- 
tine of Hippo. 

U.S. president have used the 
White House as a national 
pulpit during civil emergencies 
for 200 yearn. But Bush confes- 
sed to a “prayer breakfast'’ in 
Washington on Thursday that 
since the war started “I shold 
have made more clear that 
God is our rode and our salva- 
tion.” 

Major U.S. rehgioiis groups 
— Christian, Jewish and Mus- 
lim — report increased attend- 
ance at worship services since 
foe war began and growing 
cash donations for humanitarian 
aid to refugees and other war 
victims. 

“There’s no question attend- 
ance has increased since the 
war started. People want to do 
something about the war but 
realise they can’t do anything 
except pray. There’s great 
anxiety and frustration,” 


Deacon Chris Baumann, a 
spokesman for the U.S. Catho- 
lic conference, told Reuters. 

The United States remains 
the most religious nation 
among The major industrial 
democracies with polls saying 
more than 40 per cent of adults 
attend weekly worship. 

Christian fundamentalists 
and fervent Jewish sup p orters . 
of Israel are most supportive of . 
the UJS. role -in the -conflict, 
but it is also widely hacked at 
present by moderate and con- 
servative Catholic and Protes- 
tant groups. 

The estimated four to six 
million U.S. Muslims are sore- 
ly split by foe conflict, their 
leaders say, as are Orthodox 
and Catholic Christians of 
Arab descent. 

“We don’t need Bush to ask 
us to pray because we hate war 
and were already praying for 
him and the armed forces ev- 
ery Sunday,” deealred Bishop 
Anton Khouri of the Anti- 
ochian Orthodox Church. 

Southern Baptist roving 
Evangelist Billy Graham, a 


White House guest when foe 
war began, joined many pro- 
Bush religious leaden by de- 
claring a militar y strike the 
lesser evil. 

But deep divisions remain 
over Washington’s policy 
among top religious leaders, 
many of whom were young 
clergymen during the Vietnam 
war when liberal to moderate 
,. U.S. Christian and Jewish con- 
; 1 gregations often became cen- 
ties for &ti-War activism. 
~' J ?‘ Bishops‘ ‘lea<fing the 55 mil- 
lion U.S. Catholics told Bush 
■ on Jan. 14foataU.S. offensive 
against Iraq “would likely 
violate" moral criteria required 
for war to be deemed moral. 
They have been silent as a 
group since foe war though 
individual bishops have taken 
opposing public positions. 

Bush’s own spiritual leader, 
Episcopal (Anglican) Bishop 
Edmond Browning, joined 
heads of several major Protes- 
tant and Orthodox churches in 
pleading against war and new 
declarations are expected next 
week. 


The New 
World Order 

By Dr. Zaki Ayoubf 

^ of Justifications for the massive 

President Bush posited a trnmber^ justifications is ttel 

military intervention m .foe a ^ wofid order Tte 

this intervention heralds the 1 1 opinion and to foe 

^ b> !hc GuIf 

What is this new wGrld orde^ '^t ^ 1 ' je^Spment? 
contributing to global stability and economic oe -F 

While the world public from various 

articulation of this new world order- ^ £ rab world to mean 
indications and acts be a unipolar world in which 

that m the post cold war era. newer will !«d Western 

foe U.S. with its perv-asive military distribution of 

countries in imposing its view of h new order, any 

power in the world. It is vuwed that within ^ [hc v £ 

country that attempts to °^^ ^ d ^ roved bv military force, 
desires will be stopped and possibly destroyed c 

x Ticw world order, the only 
Within this interpretation of the n ^ ^ ally of 

regional military power m the M,ddl . ntrv w challenge this 

capability, it will have to be destroyed. This . . . . ■ 

STof thi new order as perceived ff 

stripped of diplomatic language and anemic a^tractiom j 
another Arab country attempted to do what Iraq d * , d 
would have met the same treatment from this u.-ipolar new worm 

order. 

Bui the tragedy is that to most Arabs and Muslims. « "Jed to 
most of the developing countries in the world, this new world order 
has a ring of familiarity to it. It sounds like ne^oloniahsm. Big, 
industrialised countries dictating what is "new and what is the 
acceptable "order.” 

The only thing that is chaneing in the post cold war era are the 
rules of the game. While small-and medium-size count nes and 
developing regions used to depend on a rough balance of power 
between East and West to get some breathing space, now they have 
to deal only with one power. 

The East-West balance of power has changed m a 
North-South imbalance of power with the North dictating to the rest 
what is "law and order." 

What the Arab World seeks and wants is a new world order where 
Arab and Muslim countries are active members and where there is 
enough geniune balance between multipolar powers which would 
createconditions for Arab countries to exchange their resources, with 
the rest of the world on reasonable terms. They seek a world order 
where they can enjoy the fruits of economic development. They 
seek societies that enjoy more freedom, more democracy, a more 
humane and just social order. 

Can it be that the new unipolar world is only a transition stage to a 
multipolar one where power is balanced among several power 
centres? But whether the world is dominated by one or several 
industrialised countries, is it not clear after so. many wars and. 
destruction that military might is not a ■sufficient or a reliable base 
for a world order? 

The Arab World has legitimate grievances. It seeks more open, 
humane and democratic societies. It seeks a better distribution of 
wealth among the rich and the poor Arab countries. What it does 
not seek is a new face of colonisation and exploitation. 

The Arabs reject their treatment with double standards of 
international law and morality. The Arab World seeks a place in a 
truly “new” world order in which it has a fair and just set of duties 
and rights within the family of nations. Is that too much to ask? 

Dr. Zaki Ayoubi is a businessman and consultant. He is a member 
of the board of directors of the Amman World Affairs Council. He 
contributed the above article to the Jordan Times. 
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The president won’t fool history; his administration 
violated or ignored the principles for successful negotiation 

Is this any way to wage peace? 


By John £. Mack and Jeffrey Z. Robin 


"THE war in the Gulf is not a 
war we wanted. We worked hard 
to avoid war. For more than five 
months we... tried every di- 
plomatic avenue... but time and 
again, Saddam Hussein flatly re- 
jected the path of diplomacy and 
peace.” 

These were the words Presi- 
dent Bush used in his State of 
the Union address Tuesday, in a 
bid to be remembered kindly by 
the generations of tomorrow as a 
leader who pursued every ave- 
nue towards peace but was reluc- 
tantly drawn into war. 

On the contrary, the actions 
and decisions taken by foe Un- 
ited States after Aug. 2. while 
having the appearance of di- 
plomacy for peace, were in fact 
the result of deliberate choices 
toward a very different end. It 
was these choices — the presi- 
dent’s assertions notwithstand- 
ing — that moved ns inexorably 
along the path to war. 

We demonised and dehuma- 
nised our adversary. We in- 
dulged in personal name-calling, 
false analogies to past wars and 
demonic leaders of earlier times, 
then deliberately provoked Hus- 
sein through threats and insults. 
In this way we demeaned and 
humiliated our opponent, while 
lessening his incentive to re- 
spond to the pleas that were 
directed to him by so many 
individuals and nations. 

We denied our own contribu- 
tion to the problem. By placing ' 
the blame entirely on the shoul- 


ders of our adversary, failing to 
acknowledge our own contribu- 
tion (bolstering Iraq's war 
machine and giving permissive 
signals before the conflict began, 
for example) we put him on the 
defensive and further limited his 
ability to respond constructively. 

We relied exclusively on the 
threatened use of force.' The 
value of personal, quiet di- 
plomacy, even with a leader as 
brutal as the Iraqi president, was 
disregarded and surely added to 
his defiance. In an interview 
with ABCs Peter Jennings in 
November, Hussein asked that a 
dialogue be conducted between 
himself and President Bush "... 
in which the eyes can meet.” 
What he got was not dialogue 
but preconditions ior capitula- 
tion. 

Having taken the position that 
only military power could "solve 
the Gulf crisis, we then shrouded 
onr belligerent intent in foe 
guise of collective will. Using the 
newly invigorated United Na- 
tions as a cover, we represented 
our determination to use force as 
being the result of a genuinely 
joint decision by foe internation- 
al community, rather than what 
it largely was: an American- 
engineered unilateral initiative. 

We disregarded the other 
ride's stated grievances and 
claims, while demanding uncon- 
ditional surrender. Our original 
position was doomed to failure if 
what we sought was peace. By 
demanding that Iraq give up 


Kuwait unconditionally, while 
offering no negotiating incen- 
tives, we forced Hussein into a 
corner from which he could per- 
ceive no way out but martyrdom 
or fighting back. 

We took no account of cultu- 
ral diffe renc e s . We listened to 
those who said that Hussein was 
non-religious, and interpreted 
his invocations of Allah and the 
Koran as cynical political man- 
ipulation. We felled to consider 
foe people's dual heritage as 
Iraqis and Muslims, and thus 
Hussein’s willingness to martyr 
himself and to sacrifice his peo- 
ple in standing up td the Western 
“infidel:” 


aggerated the original problem 
by arguing tbat international 
boundaries are inviolate — 
"sanctified,’’ declared Rep. 
Stephen Solarz (D-N. Y.), one of 
the principal proponents of the 
war policy. This overstatement 
of reality contributed a further 
element of ideological rigidity to 
justify the use of violence. In 
fact, Kuwait's boundaries were 
arbitrarily drawn in 1961 by the 
withdrawing British colonialists. 

We overoommitted ourselves to 
a course of action. By develop- 
ing a U.N. deadline, to which we 
adhered with rigid insistence, we 
lost room to manoeuvre and to 
explore peaceful methods of re- 


We disregarded the other side’s stated grie- 
vances and claims, while demanding uncondition- 
al surrender. Onr original position was doomed to 
failure if what we sought was peace. 


Our policy-makers relied ex- 
clusively on advisers who, fol- 
lowing the conventional logic of 
power politics, predicted that 
Hussein would surrender Kuwait 
rather than permit his power to 
be destroyed. 

We offered a response that 
was disproportionate to the 
problem. We assembled an over- 
whelming destructive force in 
the Gulf without adequately 
anticipating foe consequences of 

using it as threatened. We ex- 


solving the conflict. Instead, we 
locked ourselves into a bellige- 
rent military position and swiftly 
came to believe that we had 
. f vested to ° much in it to quit. 
An offer to negotiate after the 
Jan. 15 deadline would have 
placed us m a position of un- 
acceptable weakness, giving the 

of our commitment bv 
then. 1 

riuZLSS* bKc P^^on 

of conditions in order to intimi- 

' ^ olh *r side. Our public 


assertions — "no negotiation, no 
fece-saving, no linkage" — had 
the effect of harde ning Hussein's 
response, not intimidating him. 
Withdrawal from Kuwait under 
foe conditions we had publicly 
defined would have all but 
^“aronteed his personal humilia- 
tion something we may have 
wanted but that he would never 
have accepted. 

a t.^LE?J ip «»vice to efforts 
at diplomatic solution. We in- 
“* a hypocritical pretense 
by announcing our “willingness 
to go the extra mile for 
Peace/’ then refusing Hussefo’s 
that a meeting 
d9*er to Jan. ISthan w e 
We wcre waling to talk 
on our terms, which We 
knew Hossem would have to 

We doogated the other side’s 
^orihator y gestures. By warn- 
mg font Hussein would I 
S ^ ^saooaiy behaviour 
to pufi foe wool over our eyes 
we made it an but impossible to 

. For example, Hus- 
s initiative in releasing 
tages was viewed not as 


of good feifo, or a desir 
move toward settlement, bi 
a cunning attempt to manipi 
world opinion 

We insisted that the coi 
be regarded as zero-sum. 
entertained only two poss 
ties: Hussein could get ot 
Kuwait, or he could rei 
there and invite expulsiot 
force. Consistently overioi 
or dismissed were all altera 
approaches that could on 
vnn/losc exchange into one 
opportunities for both side 
do well. For example, we n 
have expressed a willing** 
address the Palestinian-Is 
p 01 ™ while officially disci 
linkage to foe Gulf cri 
in conclusion, foe Busfa a. 
Ration’s approach to da 
^e i unjustifiable Iraqi i 
27 of Kuwait violated foe , 
political psycho! 
2£2 a . l,n8 lh eory and 
appropriate conduct of inte 

such an intention. 
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Shamir 

(Coatecd from, fp 1> 


£ 


M _ bat only after careful coo ri m a - 
^ |i don with Washington winch hag 


sought to keep Israel out of the 


war. 


‘‘The time for os to take direct 
action against the Iraqi enemy 
will crane when we ourselves 
make a decision to this effect in 
; . . accordance with P i mi mtfnypf " 
' he said. The address was shown 
-^ r ’; live on television. 

“As that time, an appropri ate 
process of consultations with the 
■ United States will be necessary, 
for obvious reasons connected to 
the military reality in the field, as 
V long as the United States and its 
allies are in tire combat zone,” 
■ Mr. Shamir said. 

Mr. Shamir said dining an ear- 
Her meeting with New York 
Mayor David Dinkins that Israel 
: was eager to fight but was staying 

out of the Gulf war to ensure 
victory by U.S.-led forces. 

Use of car 

(Cantiaaed from page 1) 
work in govenmient offices, he 


Mr. Badran said that the 
new exp eri ment would be sim- 
ple enough if the citizens set up 
committees in various districts 
to coordinate transportation 
facilities and to find a common 
plan that would help every o ne. 

He said that private 
school students were being 
transported individually by 
car, but the process would be 
extremely economic should 
there be a bus to take all the 
students to and from school 
altogether. 

The prime minister said that 
the Iraqi people are “now 
faring a devastating war but 
are setting a great example of 
steadfastnes s ." 

“The Iraqi people have no 
water supplies and they re- 
sorted to the water of the 
Tigris River, boiling it and 
d rinking it and they have no 
petrol stations although the 
weather is extremely odd in 
winter by night, but the Iraqis 
are coping,'* he noted. 

“Those who want to survive 
in the face of the extremely 
difficult circumstances should 
be ready to do without luxury 
at a time when the Jordanians 
cannot predict the future, ” llfr. 
said. 

“We cannot predict what rhCi«,u>< ■ 
eneiny.is hiding.- jGoC(Us and we y. 
might be forced to take furthers =_ 
austerity measures should wcr mv* 
be faring air raids, but we have 
contingency plans for every 
emergency should the need 
arise,” the prime minister 
said. For example, he said, the 
gov e rnment could, if need be, 
issue red, green and yellow 
cards to be stuck on each vehi- 
cle assigning the days during 
which the car can run etc. 

The prime sai d 

Public Transportation buses 
wifi be augmented by buses 
from the JETT co mpan y to 
help transport the citizens to 
and from work. 

Mr. Badran said the ofl con- 
servation moves, were tempor- 
ary and' that use of cars on 
alternate days would save up to 
35 per cent of petrol con- 


yj- ' 


He said Jordan’s ofl reserves 
over the past four months had 
been replenished with Iraqi ofl 
supplies. 

“Our reserves have been full 
on an average of 98 per cent 
compared to what he bad (be- 
fore) Saudi Arabia derided to 
cut off ofl supplies in Septem- 


ber when we had reserves for 
between 32 to 14 days,” he 
said. 

“We were able to build a 
strong fleet of ofl tanker s 
compensate for what we lost 
from Saudi Arabia, by directly 
importing ofl from Iraq and we 
were able to increase our 
strategic reserves,” he said. 

Meanwhile, the Public 
Security Department 
announced Monday tW the 
government' decision concern- 
ing private cars does not cover 
rmfitary vehicles, vehicles used 
by the handicapped people 
which have spedal facilities 
and vehicles arriving in Jordan 
from the border posts regard- 
less of the number on the 
plates. 

The an n ou ncement 
all police stations, patrol cars 
and traffic police have beeing 
given dear 'instructions to car- 
ry out the government order. 

Hit-and-run 

(Co ntinued from page 1 ) 

Qadi&iyah promised retaliation. 

“As tire Iraqi army and people 
await and prepare for the land 
confrontation, they grow more 
confident and assured about vic- 
tory,” said the A1 Qacfisiyah 
editorial. 

Baghdad has the upper hand in 
conducting the war, the paper 
said, “not in terms of w eaponry 
but in terms of determination 
to achieve victory.” 

Ai Thawia said Iraq's strategy 
in the impending ground war 
would be hit-and-run. . 

“Combat on the Saudi 
periphery should be based on the 
hir-and-nm tactic formulated by 
our ancestors,” the newspaper 
said. 

The article provided the first 
Iraqi explanation of why Iraqi 
troops attacked the Sandi.town of 
Khafji last week and withdrew 
after 30 hours of heavy fighting. 

Iraqi troops are prepared for 
more incursions like the one 
against Khafji, said the daily, 
adding that the strategy is meant 
to prolong the war and inflict 
more allied casualties. 

B-52 bombers have caused very 
heavy rivflian casualties in Iraq, a 
Palestine Liberation Organha- 
tion (PLO) s po ke s man said in 
Tunis. 

Bassam Abu Sharif, political 
adviser to PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat, said the bombers had 
caused * ’considerable losses 
among avrSans;** and those re- 
sponsible “shonld.be brought to. . 
triaL” 

-I ;• .M «. . ,ll|b>«lh ? 

Quoting Iranian sources in 
Tehran where he had talks on 
Sunday, Algerian Foreign Minis- 
ter Sid Ahmad GhozaH told 
French television and radio there 
were several thousand Iraqi 
casualties after allied air raids (see 
W2)- 

Twenty peace campaigners 
flew into Britain Sunday after the 
closure of their peace camp on 
the Saudi Arabia-Iraq border and 
also said the allies’ air bombard- 
ment of Iraq had inflicted many 
civilian casualties. 

The campaigners, mostly Bri- 
tons, said they left their camp at 
Jndal Dal Arar Wednesday when 
tire Iraqis warned they could no 
krager gu aran te e char safely. 

They were taken to Ba ghd ad, 
where they spent several days, 
and then driven by bos to Am- 
man, for die flight home. 

“We saw a lot of rivflian des- 
truction, though to be honest 
there most have been accu ra te 
tar g ettin g because most of the 
bufldmgs winch have gone were 
military or government,” said 
campaigner Penny Butterafl. 


War exposes blind spots in U.S. intelligence 


By Jim Wolf 
Renter 


WASHINGTON — Due to 
deep earthen bunkers, decoys 
and other feints, Iraq has kept a 
fid on many battlefield secrets 
despite one of the most intensive 
intelligence operations in history 
on the allied side. 

“I guess there is a tendency to 
believe that because we know 
what we do know from intelli- 
gence that we must know every- 
thing,” Defence Department 
spokesman Pete Williams said 
this week. “And of course, we 
don’t” 

Among the gaps: the mobile 
launchers used by Iraq to fire 54 
Send ballistic missiles in the first 
15 days of the Gulf war, half 
towards Saudi Arabia and half 
towards Israel. 

Army General Norman 
Schwarzkopf, allied commander 
in the Gulf, has equated finding 
the launchers with looking for “a 
needle in the haystack.” At a 
Jan. 18 briefing in Riyadh he 
said estimates of their number 
“varied very widely, even within 
the intelligence community.” 

Iraq appears to have fooled 
overhead reconnaissance, at 
least some of the time, by using 


decoy launchers, officials said. 

At other tunes, troops cram 
launchers into underground 
shelters before allied pilots can 
react to infra-red sensors that 
detect beat given off as the 
missiles are fired. That informa- 
tion can be in the hands o f U.S. 
battlefield commanders ha just 
90 seconds. 

U.S. intelligence also has been 
hard-pot to gauge the impact of 
relentless allied bombing o n elite 
Republican Guard units - — the 
core of Iraq's military power — 
because they are dug in deeply. 

“It’s one tiling to do tx>mb- 
damage assessment on a build- 
ing,*' Williams told Reuters. 
“It’s another thing on tanks that 
are hidden, people that you can’t 
see. So you can't do battle dam- 
age assessment on the Republi- 
can Guards the way you can on a 
power plant.” 

Intelligence also may hiive fal- 
len short in the war’s first major 
ground fighting. Late on Tues- 
day, Iraqi tanks and infantry 
thrust across the Kuwaiti (border 
into Saudi Arabia at four points 
in assaults that lolled at toast 11 
U.S. marines. 

Invading troops took two 
marine reconnaissance teams by 
surprise north of the Saudi town 



of Khafji, Marine Colonel John 
Admire told reporters there af- 
ter the town was retaken. 

Brigadier General Pat Stevens 
of the U.S. central command 
denied any fail ore in allied pre- 
paration for the Iraqi attack. 

“We probably have the finest 


ability to see the battlefield of 
any armed force in history," J be 
said at a briefing on Thursda y. 
“There's no failure, absolute iy 
none.” 

For its eyes in the sky, til c 
United States is reported to hav e 
at least five orbiting KH-T 1 


"keyhole" satellites — each cap- 
able of picking oat objects as 
small as a licence plate — plus a 
Lacrosse satellite that uses radar 
to peer through clouds and col- 
lect images 24 hours a day. 

In addition, the United States 
has advanced "signals intelli- 


gence” satellites hovering over 
tire equator to intercept Iraqi 
walkie-talkie, phone and radio 
traffic. 

One obvious blind spot steins 
from the difficulty of recruiting 
informants in a totalitarian soci- 
ety like Iraq’s. 

“It's a closed, authoritarian 
society,” said William Colby, 
head of the U.S. Central Intelli- 
gence Agency from 1973 to 
1976. 

Ironically, Iraq's partial suc- 
cess in thwarting U.S. intelli- 
gence may be due in part to tips 
Washington gave it about Iraqi 
vulnerabilities during the 1980- 
88 Iran -Iraq war. 

Howard TeicheT, a National 
Security Council staff member 
from 1982 to 1987, said shared 
U.S. intelligence helped Iraq en- 
hance its command apparatus 
and military communications. 

For instance, Saddam, aware 
of U.S. eavesdropping capabili- 
ties, may be sending false radio 
messages to throw the allies off 
the track while his true orders 
move through underground 
cables, Teicher said. 

"The net effect of our advising 
them undoubtedly enhanced 
their ability to now cope with 
us,” he said. 



The following letter was sent to 26 heads of states and 
organisations on Jan. 24, 1991 


Ceasefire please 


Your Excellency: 

THE International Women in Jordan urgently appeal to our 
respective governments to call for an immediate ceasefire to halt 
the devastation which is taking place in the Gulf. It is madne ss to 
destroy in order to rebuild; and it is insane to start war in order to 
have peace. We appeal to the United Nations General Assembly 
to call an emergency session to insist on a ceasefire and to demand 
that the Gulf crisis and all Middle East conflicts be resolved and in 
accordance with the United Nations Charter. 

As His Majesty king Hussein has repeatedly warned, the world 
is threatened by ecological disaster if the ofl well are burned in the 
Gulf. The U.S. military in Saudi Arabia recently reported that a 
few oil wells are now burning in Kuwait. This madness must stop 
•before it is too late. We do not condone either sides’ actions in’ 
tins ^conflict. Tjhe^uijissive milHary buildup in the Gulf wijll not 
bring^^eaot to t , it will not resolve’ th£ 'probletns ofthe-; 
.Middle .East^ it.wIl,only compound Them. ” . J .... ' tf; ‘ 

There are millions of people demanding sanity u* this horrible ' 
violation of haman rights, please listen to us. We want all of the 
problems in the Middle East resolved, and the United States 
government cannot make unconditional demands and expect to 
settle the Iraqi invasion while totally ignoring the Israeli inv asion 
of Palestinian lands and refusing to make similar demands of 
them. What difference does a linkage or non-linkage scenario 
matter now. The world is threatened and we are not concerned at 
this point about linkage or non-linkage, save face or embarrass- 
ment. There is more at stake than these petty naive issues.. The 
two main characters in this massacre must act now! Is there not 
one leader out there willing to be a little embarrassed but brave 
enough to save the world from destruction? The only concern 
should be for the people who are dying unnecessarily and the 
threat of unsurmountable devastation that is surely going to 
happen if this insanity is allowed to continue. People are people in 
the world over- Since when did God differentiate between 
Americans. Israelis or Arabs. We are all equal in God's eyes . The 
United States should not treat Israelis better than other nationali- 
ties. The U.S.- administration and the American Jewry are 
deplored over the missile attacks on Israel recently. Are ithese 
same people not also devastated and concerned over the 
destruction and deaths being inflicted on the Iraqi Arab peop le at 
the same time? Are these same people not also devastated and 
concerned over the ongoing destruction and deaths continually 
being inflicted on the Palestinian Arab people by the Israeli 
military? Are these same people not concerned that Israel 1 has 
occupied Palestine and committed these atrocities for 24 years 
now? Why haven't these atrocities been addressed as of yet? Do 
they not disturb the U.S. government and the rest of the world? 


Are the Palestinian Arabs not a part of the human race? If 
resolving an iovasion has priority as the United States insist, then 
shouldn’t the older of the two have first priority? The longest! 
military occupation of the 20th century and no one seemed to care' 
enough to resolve this conflict as quickly as the U.S. demanding 
to settle the Iraqi occupation. Is the solution to the Israeli 
invasion of Palestine also war? Does the U.S. plan a massive 
military buildup in the Mediterranean since Israel refuses to 
withdraw from Palestinian territory? Please President Bush and 
President Saddam Hussein, you are both equal in God's eyes, 
show respect for each other and negotiate a peaceful settlement to 
this crisis. World leaders must remember to treat others as they 
would like to be treated. 

We join all peace loving people around the world and appeal to 
the leaders of our respective countries to endorse this immediate 
ceasefire request and by using all United Nations authority to 
resolve the Gulf crisis and other Middle East conflicts peacefully. 
Peace and justice must be demanded for all peoples. 

Peace with God’s blessing. 
International Women in Jordan 

. j: :i“ r': jc:\r...-. ' ' ■ ' ' 

Putting the record straight 

I congratulate Mariam Shahin on her excellent article on the Feb. 2 
issue of the Jordan Times, on page two under the banner "Gulf war is 
against people...” I would however refer her to a statement which 
she reported, made by John Lxvesey a member of the Gulf Peace 
Team, in column three of her article. 

She reported me as saying “we were at the mercy of the Iraqis, and 
we had to trust them and you can trust the Iraqis because they keep 
their word." 

With due respect to the reporter at the conference, and the nature 
of the statement that I made I wish to point out that the first part of 
my statement as reported, is incorrect What I said was “we were the 
guests of the Iraqis” not “we were at the mercy of the Iraqis." 

I would never make a statement such as you printed in relation to 
the Iraqi people or their officials. We were their guests and the Iraqi 
people were generous and thoughtful hoses. They always kept their 
word, and for my part I never lost faith in them. 

1 would be grateful if this can go on the record. In relation to your 
report that I was emotional and controversial I plead guilty. I do not. 
need to justify expressing emotion, and acting in an appropriately 
controversial manner when hospitality is 3 bused, and you witness 
cultural insensitivity to generous hosts. 

2 always become emotional and controversial when I see the 
manipulation of truth which is always the first casualty. 

The press conference held under the name of the Gulf Peace Team 
was a squeaky dear facade. There were attempts to gag people both 
before, and daring the conference, and no mention was made by any 
speaker, of the real hero of the Gulf Peace Team both at the border 
camp, and in Baghdad. I refer to our Arabic speaker Saadallah Atrib 


also a British national. Without Saadallah the Gulf Peace Camp 
would never have functioned. It was Saadallah Atrib who smoothed 
the way when difficulties arose, and calmed people when danger 
threatened. Saadallah twice risked his Hfe after war broke out to 
bring stores back to the camp at Ar’ar. Saadallah was on call 24 hours 
of the day. His commitment was total, and he had the confidence and 
trust of the Iraqi people and their officials. This confidence was never 
broken. SaadaDab Atrib was not mentioned at the press conference 
and I would be grateful if you would publish this tribute. 

A tribute must also be paid to the Indian group who were part of 
the Gulf Peace Team. Their contribution to the cause and peace both 
individually, and as a group was total, as was their kindness, and 
consideration for others. They put many to shame. 

The Gulf war is not about the freeing of Kuwait. It is about the 
total destruction of the Arab Nation, the control of oil, and the death 
of poor people, and children for the material benefit of wealthy 
nations. A Jordanian friend told me of an Arabic saying which goes 
“the death of the poor, and the scandal of the rich is hushed, so 
nobody will know the truth.” 

The struggle of the Arab people is about dignity and peace, and a 
peace for everybody in the world. 

When I return to New Zealand my work will be to tell everyone the 
truth about the Gulf war. 

* • Yours sincerely 

- • -* - John Livesey 

Ultimate conspiracy 

To the Editor: 

The article titled "The CIA President and Israel” written by V.F. 
Ayoub was splendidly written and hopefully will be published and 
will be read in the world. 

I liked the following sentences the best I quote; "It (America) 

1 cannot stop aiding Israel at any cost, nor is there a foreseeable cure. 

! Truly it is a ‘special relationship’, and a strange one as well." 

< Similar articles have also been written in the Western press a few 
months ago and each time the true core of the problem has not been 
: stated. Why? 

Surely, it can only be the Christian -Zionist Movement (the 
i Militant Evangelists). They pledge complete and absolute support in 
i :very way for the survival of Israel and rebuilding of their temple on 
I he site of the Al Aqsa Mosque. They endeavour to fulfill Old 
1 Testament prophecies even to the point of nuclear war. 

■ Iraq in their view threatens Israel and so must be destroyed by any 
q leans. Reagan certainly and no doubt Thatcher have been greatly 
h ifluenced and even “controlled” by them and consequently the 
•a "orltfs many innocents are now suffering. 

This is the "ultimate" conspiracy. „ . , 

Yours truly 

Catrina Stye 
Amman 
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STUDIO ILAI G 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Servicfe 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
30% larger 

Free •olargs- 
20 x 30 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 


Swefieh tel: 823891 



f 4 Rent fr Sale 

* Many villas and apartments} 
are available for rent and[ 
sale - furnished or unfur-l 
nished. 

|* Also many lots of land are| 
available for sale. 

;For further details, please 
call 

lAbdoun Real 1 


-!i 


(Tel. 810605, 810609, 
Fax: 810520. 


RENT 

Saudi Real Estate 


DO 


AQD 


Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent 
in West Amman area. 

CALL SOHA 
Rental DepL 687821/22 




The first & best 
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hi Jordan 
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i3 “ Ahliyyah Girls School 
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. P m - • 
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AUTHENTIC* 

CHINESE | 
CUISINE 

elegant 

colorful atmosphere 

moderate prices 
shenusanr-iel :«i6250 
(closed on moratoys) 


' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Ysmnouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. 

V 6:30- Midnight y 







FIRST CLASS INDIAN 
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Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30pm 
7-30-11 .30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
towards 3rd circle 


Tel: 659519 659520 
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Kitchenette in every 
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Ileal Madrid 7-0 revfival hailei 


By Reuter 


A MIXTURE of exultation and 
-relief greeted Heal Madrid’s ex- 
hilarating weekend display in de- 
molishing Seville 7-0 at Santiago 
Beraabeu Stadium. 

“Finally, football” screamed 
the headline in (me sports news- 
paper Monday. 

Hie win was the high point of a 
disappointing league season for 
Real who, after winning five con- 
secutive league titles, find them- 
selves struggling to keep up with 
league leaders Barcelona ami d 
talk of crisis and recrimination. 

They now stand in fourth place 
on 25 points from 21 games, still 
nine points adrift of Barcelona. 

Madrid coach Alfredo Di Ste- 
fono refused to be euphoric. 
“The team played welL We were 
very effective and the players 
moved well,” was all he would 
say. 

The victory was costly for Mad- 


rid in terms of injuries. Defender 
Juan Maqueda, who made the 
second goal, could be out for a 
mouth with tom leg muscles and 
Romanian Georghe Hagi has a 
knee strain which could sideline 
him for two weeks. 

lu Italy, Dutch star Marco Van 
Basten ended a league goalscor- 
ing drought that went back to 
Nov. 11 when be put away AC 
MQau’5 second goal from the 
penalty spot in their 2-0 defeat of 
bottom-of-table Cesena. 

Van Basten, who also set up 
Milan’s first goal, had missed AC 
Milan’s two previous league 
matches following alleged differ- 
ences with coach Arrigo Saccbi. 

“I don't think that scoring a 
goal is everything — but when 
you don’t score it starts to be- 
come a problem,” he said. 

The win sent Milan to the top 
of the table alongside city rivals 
Intemazionale and Sampdoria. 


NBA ROUND UP 


By The Associated Press 

Lakers 99, Bulls 86 


LOS ANGELES — Magic 
Johnson was knocked uncon- 
scious in the third quarter, but 
the Los Angeles Lakers reco- 
vered Sunday and pulled away 
from the Chicago Bulls 99-86 
for their 15th straight victory. 

Johnson sustained a concus- 
sion and some possible amne- 
sia when he tripped over team- 
mate Terry Teagle and was 
accidentally kicked in the head 
by Chicago’s Horace Grant. 
Johnson was to spend the night 
in a hospital as a precaution. 

Johnson was on the floor for 
about five minutes after getting 
hurt, and walked off under his 
own power. Lakers team 
physician Dr. Robert Kerland 
diagnosed the injury and said it 
did cot appear serious, 
although Johnson was taken by 
stretcher to an ambulance for a 
trip to the hospital. 

Scotrie Pip pen led Chicago 
with 24 points, but did not 
score in the fourth quarter. 
Michael Jordan scored 23 as 
the Bulls and the Lakers 
finished their season series at 
1 - 1 . 


points and had 14 assists, and 
Phoenix turned Detroit into 24 
points. 

It was Detroit's first loss 
since Isiah Thomas was side- 
lined for the season by wrist 
surgery and snapped a five- 
game Pistons winning streak. 

Johnson had 20 of his points 
and 12 of his assists in the first 
half fen- the Suns, who never 
trailed after a basket by John- 
son gave them a 17-16 lead 
with 3:55 left in the first quar- 
ter. 

Backs 120, Hornets 111 


MILWAUKEE — Jay Hum- 
phries had 28 points, Ricky 
Pierce added 25 and Mil- 
waukee scored a season-high 
46 points in the third quarter. 

The Bucks broke away from 
a 46-46 halftime tie with a 13-4 
run ig take a 59-50 lead with 
8:01 left in the third quarter on 
a dunk by Frank Brickowski. 

Pierce scored 11 points of his 
13 third-quarter points as the 
Bucks outscored the Hornets 
24-14 in the final 4:56 to take a 
92-75 lead. 


Timberwolves 110, 
76ERS 102 


Celtics 119, Ballets 101 


BOSTON — Bernard King of 
the Bullets.tbe National Bas- 
ketball Association's thud 
leading scorer, experienced 
breathing difficulties and an 
erratic heartbeat in the third 
quarter and was hospitalised 
for a brief time. 

“It was an allergic reaction,” 
Bullets public relations direc- 
tor Rick Moreland said. 

Reggie Lewis scored 30 
points and Kevin McHale 22 as 
the Celtics wore down under- 
manned Washington with a 17- 
2 run midway through the 
second half. 


.Sons 112, Pistons 97 


AUBURN HILLS, Michigan 
— Kevin Johnson scored 28 


MINNEAPOLIS — Sam 
Mitchell scored a career-high 
37 ‘points, including the first 
three of the second overtime. 

The Tnnberwolves, who lost 
in overtime 113-110 Saturday 
night to Cleveland, scored the 
first 11 points in file second 
overtime as the Sixers 
10 straight shots. 

Rockets 113, Warriors 
135 

HOUSTON — Reserve Sleepy 
Floyd scored 27 of his season- 
ing*! 30 points in the last 16 
minutes as Houston won its 
first double-overtime game 
since Dec. 15, 1988. 

Floyd made 22 of 27 foul 
shots. He hit seven in the 
second overtime as the Rock- 
ets outscored Golden State 16- 
8 . 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 
1330 Tribune Urdu Services. Ine 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — Neither vulnerable, as South, 
you hold: 

*K9 ' AQ6S4 AQJ2 *83 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 Pass I * Pass 

2 Pass 2 * Pass 


What action do you take? 

A. — Partner almost surely has a six- 
card suit on this auction, although 
he might not hate much more than a 
minimum response. Nevertheless, 
you have not yet shoun the full 
value of your hand, since your king 
in partner’s suit must be upgraded. 
Raise to three spades. 


Q.2 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*652 J AJ9 * AK7643 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 ♦ Pass 2 * Pass 

2 Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — The auction has developed in- 
conveniently 'and you have an awk- 
ward problem. You are too strong 
for a simple preference to two 
spades, and your trumps leave a 
.roat deal to be desired for a jump 
-» three spades. We suggest a tem- 
■on.ting b'd of three diamonds. 
houU^ Pinner proceed to three no 
-urap. we can relax. Over any other 
ction, ,’ ve intend bidding four 
pades. 


ity of the suit. Partner surely hi is 
four spades on this auction, or con n- 
pensating values. 

Q.4 — Both vulnerable, as South y( ju. 
hold: 

*Q105 T75 ■ A 10654 * 8:5:: 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West • 

1 * 2 : Pass Pass 

Dbl Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — We think you had enough to 
bid two spades immediately. Nc n«, 
certainly, a simple two spades wc n t’t 
do your hand justice. Jump to ih .r ee 
spades — partner won't expect m tire 
from you because of your previ c >us 
pass. 


Q.5— As South, vulnerable, vou 
hold: 

*Q96 QJ9873 7 4*643 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South Wes L 

1 . Pass 1 T Pass . 

2 NT Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — You want to be in game but 
not in no trump— you migh l ' not 
produce a single trick for pai tner, 
whereas ai a heart contract your 
hand could generate five trie ks or 
more. Bid four hearts. That s r jnply 
says that you want to play in a heart 
game and does not promise addi- 
tional values. Partner must p <ass. 


ij as Sou/h. vulnerable, you 

old: 

*JI076 i-9 ' Q732 *A1076 

he bidding has proceeded: 

Pest North Eas* South 

Dbl 3 : ? 

/hat action do you lak c - 
... — Don’t let East’s pree.^P 1 S1C *P 
au from showing your valu -es * Op- 
osi te a vulnerable takeout dv^oble. 
ou have a pretty fair hand and _ v °u 
?uld easily have game. Bid thr^ 
Hides. Don’t worry about thequal- 


Q.6 — As South, vulnerable , you 
hold: 

* K7653 :AQ6 AK83 *7 
Parmer opens the bidding wi th one 
spade. What do you respont . I? 

A - — You are Far too strong t> „ • jump 
to three spades. This hand is 1 leaded 
for slam, so you should f! at >h the 
signal immediately. Jump ' 5 h ift to 
three diamonds. Don’t won y about 
your shortness there. Part jie. r has 
bid the ranking suit and y ou defi- 
nitely intend playing this han d in 
spades. 


Juveotas, rumoured secretly to 
have sighted German internation- 
al Stefr tn Reuter, are a point 
adrift olf the leaders after drawing 
m AtaJanta. 

The Italian press picked up a 
Genoa n newspaper report that 
Reuter - had already informed the 
Bayerx i Munich commercial man- 
ager L Tu Hoeness of his intent to 
leave 1 the club at die end of the 
season. 

-The general air of gloom hang- 
ing o ' tot the troubled world of 
Frendb soccer was hardly relieved 
on a t Jitter ly cold weekend which 
produ ced a meagre 11 goals from 
10 m; atches. 

Montpellier, who seeded a 
Lambent Blanc penalty to beat 
straggling Brest 1-0, were the 
only side from the top 10 to 
colle ct both points. 

T1 ie situation at the top of the 
tablis was virtually unchanged 
with i Marseille, who drew 1-1 in 
Bor deaux, still leading by five 


points from Monaco, who tied 0-0 
in Lille, one erf four goalless 
matches. 

With little of note on the pitch, 
the attention was more on the 
off-field troubles of the country’s 
two biggest clubs, Marseille and 
Bordeaux. 

Marseille President Bernard 
Tapie is expected to say soon 
whether he will resign after being 
suspended for a year last week for 
Hu m aging sporting morale and 
insulting re ferees. 

Marseille players, who are 
theoretically on strike in support 
of him, should make dear also 
whether they really intend not to 
play after lifting their play ban for 
tiie Bordeaxu game. 

At Bordeaux, President Alain 
Affielou is expected to announce 
in the next 48 horns that the dub, 
with debts of around 300 million 
francs ($60 million), is going into 
receivership, a more which would 
result in automatic relegation. 


S. Africa ‘could compete’ in 1 992 Olympics 
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Australians issue bold 
c hallenge in Davis Cup 


. By the Associated Press 


A 1 LfSTRALIA, confident after a 
fir st-round knockout of Belgium, 
hr is issued a bold challenge to the 
rest of the Davis Cup field. 

“We are ready to play any 
tx. :ain anywhere on any surface,” 
A Australian captain Neil Fraser 
s; aid after his second-seeded team 

0 ojnpleted a 5-0 sweep Sunday in 
tJ »s World Cup first-round match 
a.t Perth. 

That is a big change from the 
3JI90 Davis Cup final, when Au- 
stralia complained over the Un- 

1 led States’ installation of a red 
i :Jay court in a St. Petersburg, 
‘./Florida, facility. The Australians 

then complained of the slow sur- 
face and the feet the United 
States, which went on to win the 
international team tennis title, 
doesn’t usually play a red clay. 

The Austraiia-Beldnra match 
was one of many first-round 
tournaments played around the 
world as Davis Cup action con- 
tinned. 

Germany, Yugoslavia, 
Czechoslovakia, Argentina and 
1 Spain also completed first-round 
victories Sunday. 

Two World Group matches 
were postponed because of the 
threat of attacks and tentatively 
rescheduled for March 29-31. 

Six zonal matches were post- 
poned because of the Gulf war: - 
BaJuain-Bangladesh, Sri Lanka- 
Syria, Singapore-Kuwait and 
Malaysia-Saudi Arabia in the 


Asia-Oceania Group, and Egypt- 
Senegal and Algeria-Ivory Coast 
in the African Zone. 

Richard Fromberg and Wally 
Masur completed Australia’s easy 
weekend with singles victories. 
Fromberg, the top-seeded Au- 
stralian, beat Eduardo Masso 6-3, 
1-6, 6-3, and Masur beat Filip 
Dewulf 6-1, 6-2. Both reverse 
singles were reduced to three sets 
after Australia clinched the 
match the day before. 

Meanwhile, Boris Becker and 
Michael Stich rallied Germany to 
a 3-2 victory over Italy in Dort- 
mund. With Germany trailing 2- 
1, Becker beat Omar Camporese 
3-6, 4-6, 6-3, 64, 6-3, tying the 
best-of-5 match and Stich, then 
defeated Paolo Cane 7-5 (74), 
6-7 (1-7), 7-5, 6-1 for the victory. 

Germany will face Argentina in 
the next round. 

Yugoslavia completed a 4-1 
victory over Sweden 4-1 in Zag- 
reb, Yugoslavia. Goran Iva- 
nisevic beat Stefan Ed berg 64, 
6-2 in Sunday’s first match after 
Yugoslavia had clinched the vic- 
tory on Saturday. Magnus Gus- 
tafsson beat Goran Paris 6-2, 6-3 
in the final match Sunday, giving 
Sweden its only point. 

Yugoslavia advanced to a 
meeting against Czechoslovakia, 
which completed a 4-1- victory 
over Austria Sunday. Milan Srej- 
ber beat Alex Antonitsch 7-6 
(7-5), 7-6 (6-3) in Sunday’s final 
singles match to complete the 
tournament in Prague. 


IOURNE (Agencies) — 
Africa competing in the 
lympics is “iwt out of the 
question,” International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) Vice President 
Kievan Gosper said Monday. 

Gospjer said be will visit South 
Africa next month as a member 
of thejlOC Apartheid Commis- 
sion. The group will measure 
progress in removing racial bar- 
riers inj sport. 

The comnrissioa will report its 
findings , to the IOC executive 
board ‘in April, with a recom- 
mendation to be considered by 
the full jlOC in Birmingham, Eng- 
land, ini June. 

“Oik: can’t rule out the possi- 
bility mat South Africa will com- 
pete inj Barcelona," Gosper said, 
referring to the 1992 summer 
games !m Spain. 

His comments followed South 
African President F.W. de 
Klerk's 1 announcement Friday 
asking t!he parliament to rescind 
tiie last remaining major apar- 
theid lajws. 

Australian Prime Minister Bob 
Hawke j has said he hopes the 
Sporting, cinfiriniK ngnirret South 
Africa will be among the first to 
be IxfteaL Hawke said it was “not 
unrealistic" that Australia could 
play South Africa in cricket next 
year. 

But Gosper warned that South 
Africa's return to the sports 
world {must be orderly and 
acceptable to each of more than 
100 international sporting bodies. 

The IOC would “expect to take 
the lead” in deciding when South 
Africa should again compete in- 
ternationally, he said. 

Whether South Africa went to 


Barcelona “would all depend on 
the orderly processes we are set- 
ting in place,” be added. 

Gosper said high-profile sports 
such as rugby and cricket must 
not be allowed to jeopardise the 
process by moving too hastily to 
restore contact. 

“Leading South African sports 
from nearly a quarter of a century 
of darkness does not lend itself to 
the quick fix,” he said. “There 
are entrenched positions that are 
not easily changed. Further, 
more than 100 international 
sporting fede ra t o ns are involved. 

“We need to make sure that 
each one of these federations 
accepts m an orderly manner a 
unified South African affiliate 
that no longer recognise racial 
and non-radal sporting groups. 

‘ “The prospect of having South 
African cricket back at the Mel- 
bourne cricket ground and the 
Springboks in Sydney playing 
rugby union must not be at the 
expense of South African sport as 
a whole,” be added. 

Gosper said it was very impor- 
tant that any moves be endorsed 
by African sporting organistions. 

“They won't agree to South 
Africa returning to international 
sport until they are satisfied that 
apartheid is virtually gone — and 
that hasn’t happened yet,” he 
said. 

The IOC expelled Sooth Africa 
from international sports in 1970. 

Next month’s week-long com- 
mission visit to South Africa will, 
be the first by an IOC body since 
1967, Gosper said. 

He said there had been “ con- 
siderable change,” and be ex- 
pects to find plenty of enthusiasm 


Tickets for Barcelona 
Olympics goes on sale 


BARCELONA (AP) — Autho- 
rised ‘travel agents around the 
world began selling tickets Mon- 
day fojr events at the 1992 Barce- 
lona Olympics, an official said. 

Most of tiie 5.85 mtliion tickets 
are reserved for sale in Spain, but 
20 per cent are to be sold abroad 
on a first-come, first-serve basis, 
Adrian Titian of the Barcelona 
Olympic Organising Committee 
said. 

The average ticket price is a 
little more than 2,000 pesetas 
($22) — a similar price to those 
sold foir the 1972 Munch Games- . 

Admission prices range from 

1.000 pesetas ($11) for the pre-.. 
liminary badminton rounds to 

9.000 pesetas (198) for the men's 
basketball finals. 

In Madrid, photographers 


snapped pictures as the first 
would-be buyers requested tick- 
ets at the Spanish bank responsi- 
ble for domestic sales. If demand 
outstrips supply in Spain, a lot- 
tery is to dete rm ine who will 
finally receive tickets. 

The National Olympic Com- 
mittees in smaller countries are 
handling the sales directly, while 
designating travel agents as distri- 
butors in larger nations. 

The U.S. distributor is Oalson 
Travel World of El Segtmdo, 
California. Dentsu Inc. is hand- 
. ling sales in Japan and Sport- 
. j sworid Travel of Abington, Eng- 
.1 land, is,, distributing tickets in 
u “ Britain.' 

The Barcelona games are sche- 
duled to be held from July 25 to 
Aug. 9, 1992. 


Papin to quit French soccer if Tapie resigns 


PARIS (R) — France’s top foot- 
ball player Jean-Pi erre Papin said 
Monday he would quit, French 
soccer if millionaire Marseille 
President Bernard Tapie were 
forced to resign. 

Papin, captain of the Marseille 
team which is on indefinite strike 
in protest at a disciplinary com- 
mittee decision to ban Tapie for 
12 months, said in a radio inter- 


view be was disgusted by recent 
developments in the French 
game. 

"They are doing everything to 
stop os succeeding," he said. 
“They want to throw Bernard 
Tapie out of football. He upsets a 
lot of people. 

“They are trying to get rid of 
him very quickly and it’s the 
players who pay. They, stop us 


playing, stop us concentrating 
and Itill football.” 


Asked what he would do if 
Tapie iresigned, he replied: “I 
would try to leave French football 
because: it’s becoming ridiculous 
and I ilon’t see what more one 
could dlo if we didn’t succeed at 
Marseille with the means at our 
disposal!.” 


Papin, a superb striker who 
would be certain to receive temp- 
ting offers from Italian clubs, said 
Marseille players would not play 
for France in this month's vital 
European Championship quali- 
fier with Spain unless the Tapie 
issue was discussed by tiie 
National Soccer Federation and 
unless federation leaders res- 
igned. 


Mutt*n*Jeff 



Andy Capp 


= i 
□ 


L^. 



I'VE COMEBACK 
TO VOU/ PET. 

- RUBE TOLD* 
ME HOW MUCH 
NOU'VE BEEN 
PINING FOR ME 
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UNFAIR! tell 
HER, MA'AM! 
TELL HER! 



THERE 5 NO BODY 
CHECKING IN MATH” 



for the formation of "" 

racial spoiling bodies m South 

Africa. . 

The five-member comnnsnon, 
which includes thr ee A frican 
members, arrives in Sooth Africa 
on March 23. 1 

Soccer team' n**F 
S. Africa 

Meanwhile a top-darn soccer ride 
is Bkdy to tour South Africa tins 
year fbBowing Prcskfcot F.W. de 
Klerk’s pledge to d i s m antle the 
white-ruled republic’s apartheid 

laws. , 

Abdul Bhamjee. a spokesman 
for tire South African National 
Soccer League, said Monday he 

had already had talks with Euro- 
pean and South American offi- 
cials, all of whom had expressed 
ffpg emcss to tour South Africa. 

“There will, in my opinion, be 
a soccer tour here before the end 
of the year,” Bhamjee said in a 
radio interview. 

“We have been in contact with 
the top European dubs and are 
keen to see Brazil and Cameroon 
playing against our national side. 

“AI! these dubs and countries 
have indicated their willingness to 
paly in South Africa. It is not a 
dream any more, but a fact.” 
Bhamjee said possible dub 
viators included England’s Liver- 
pool and Manchester United, Ita- 


JL AC MSan and Inter Mil*; 


Z™, ^Scl994 World Cnp 

prcfin ^ y J^dne to start next 
tv as they are due 

n&dnBsrion to _ 

He said once the 
— s had approved re-adnnswoo. 

fSSfa Africa were hidy t ? rcfu ^ 
tofotemational compe**® « 
the qualifying rounds of 
World Youth Championship. 
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International Olympic Com- 
mittee (IOC) spokeswoman 
Michele Verdkx confirmed mat 
no dedsxon on Sooth Africa * 
re-admission to the Olympic 
r^ v-c would be taken without 
the agreement of the African 

members. 

Although South African Olym- 
pic Committee (SANOC) offi- 
cials believe there is still a chance 
South Africa coold compete in 
Barcelona next year, time does 
not appear to be on their side. 
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THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



“My doctor says a martini is okay 
at my age...if i use a prune 
instead of an olive." 
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Unscramble these four JumWes, 
one letter to each square, to farm 
four ordinary words. 


TTMT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
* »JDy Hand Arnold and Bob Lot 


HURTT 


ummm 

■■ 
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REZIP 



J 1 



BRAMKE 




71 

UGELL 
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HE SiEfZMEJP TO BE 
! SAWING WOOP IN HIS 
SLUMBER BECAUSE 
THIS WAS IN JT. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer hen: “ 111 11X3 


If 


Saturday’s 


Jumbles: HOIST 
Answer 


(Answers tomorrow) 
YELLOW GHETTO 

He found It difficult to stoop 

TO ANYTHING LOW 


ANNUL 




THE Daily Crossword * 


Frances Burton 


ACROSS 
1 Bend 
5 Markdown 
event 

9 Absorbed 

13 Woman 

14 Stravinsky 

15 Musical show 

16 Sale words 

17 Metric weight 

18 Con — 

19 Wells novel 

22 Actress 
Charlotte 

23 CIA’s ancestor 

24 Preminger 
27 Painful spot 
30 Service tree 
34 Odorless gas 

36 Broken-down 

38 Life story 

39 Dante epic 
poem 

42 Pro — 

43 Quote as 
authority 

44 Cleans the 
board 

45 Zone 

47 Standard 

49 Cloth colorer 

50 Indian 

52 Yes, Pierre 
54 Stowe novel 

62 Scout group 

63 Mental flash 

64 Squarish 

65 Soil 

66 Dragged-out 

67 Cheese 

68 Lackaday! 

69 Art deco 
Illustrator 

70 Med. eel. 





mull 


DOWN 

1 Uke old beer 

2 Clltum 

3 Ms Adams 

4 Gr. promenade 

5 Gr. letter 
o Concurs 

7 Fertile 
soil 

8 Writer 

„ Sombeck 
8 Negligent ' 


10 Stratford- r S******* ***** Solved: 
on — 

11 Undiluted 

12 Pipe joint 

15 Cheers 

20 Containing 
mockery 

21 Strong-arm 

24 Different 

25 Motif 

26 Small 
boy 

28 Proprietor 

29 Caviar ' 

31 Chubby 

32 Jockey 

33 Young 
men 

34 Sundance 
Kid’s girl 

37 ScarfdlnaWan 51 58 Rhyme 

.ip 

-° nu ’ s sfeiK. s Sr*:- 


□JeKflH 


lifliili! 


46 Ties . » Mrs^Chartea £ 

48 TWO shakes If Jjgf'B P*«e 62 Aftemoo^ 
~ affair 


/ 
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Higher Interest 
strain on European 
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LONDON (R) — Hie Enropun 
car industry, already looking pre- 
carious, could suffer up to a 10 
per cent drop in 1991 sales be- 
cause of world recession and an 
unexpected rise in German in- 
terest rales, industry analysts say. 

The German Bundesbank 
(central bank) last week raised its 
key interest rates half a percen- 
tage point, putting pres sur e on 
other European central banks to 
do Kklewise. 

“This puts an extra strain on 
the car market,” said analyst 
John Lawson of the Nomura Re- 
search Institute in London. 

The Dutch central bank has 
already followed the German in- 
terest rate increase. 

Lawson estimated that another 
half percentage point rise, if kept 
in place for about six months, 
would shave another foil perce n- 


puts extra 
industry 


tage point off total awnnpi Euro- 
pean car sales. 

“Tin now expecting European 
car sales to drop by 10 per cent in 
1991,” he said. Last month be 
expected a seven per cent fall. 

Industry forecasts do not take 
account of the Gulf war because 
analysts expect any loss.in sales to 
be made up when the fi ghtin g 
stops. 

“People are still hoping that 
Germany will bold up strong. 
Perhaps that is an optimistic 
assessment. I think the higher 
German rate will check produc- 
tion growth there," he added. 

The German rise came as a 
surprise after speculation that the 
Bundesbank would resist the 
monetary pressures of unifica- 
tion. 

Car sales in Europe fell an 
average 1.5 per cent in 1990 to 


just over 13 million vehicles after 
a five-year boom. 

For Britain, the most depress- 
ed European car market, the 
German move shattered hopes of 
an imminent reduction of the 
14-per cent base rate and kept the 
economy in its strait) acket. 

The British car market was 
already expected to drop the 
most this year, followed closely 
by Spain and Italy. 

“By this German rate rise the 
UJL. car industry is liable to be 
extra damaged,” Lawson said. 

Ford of Britain has introduced 
a four-day work week to keep 
production down but says it will 
not dismiss any staff. But at other 
companies employees will have to 
go. 

Regie Nationalc des U sines 
Renault of Fiance said last week 
it would cut production and dis- 
miss staff for a number of days at 


its gear-box and engines units. It 
had already cut production by 25 
per cent at some of its car plants. 

Sweden’s Saab Automobile 
AJB. said it would cut its produc- 
tion by 2^00 cars during the first 
three mouths of tins year. 

And Fiat SPA of Italy is laying 
off 70,000 employees for two 
weeks this months. 

Only German car makers and 
General Motors’ European units 
have stayed out of the fray, riding 
on the back of a surge in Ger- 
many caused by extra demand 
from the former communist east. 

Bnt even Germany is not likely 
to escape unscathed. 

The Automobile Industry 
Association says it expects 
growth in domestic car produc- 
tion to slow to one per cent in 
1991 after a 2.6 per cent rise in 
1990. 


War pushes up prices of basic 
commodities in Saudi Arabia 


JEDDAH, Saudi Arabia (AP) — 
The Gulf war has pushed up the 
prices of basic commodities by 
around 25 per cent, but those of 
some consumer durables fell by 
almost 30 per cent, the director of 
the Jeddah Chamber of Com- 
merce said Sunday. 

Abdullah Dahlan attributed 
price increases to escalating insur- 
ance costs for shippers who send 
rice, sugar, milk, meat and other 
commodities to the kingdom. 

The war has led to sharp hikes 
in insurance rates as die region is 
now considered a war zone. 

But Dahlan praised the Saudi 
private sector for helping trans- 
port vital supplies to the troops as 
well as keeping ordinary consum- 
ers well supplied. 

While many foreign companies 
were refusing to ship goods to the 
Gulf, “we have been able to 


overcome this by depending on 
Saudi airlines and other nati onal 
and Arab companies.” 

He said local businessmen also 
were supplying commodities to 
the market “in large quantities 
and for a satisfactory period of 
time without an increase in prices 
beyond the capabilities of con- 
sumers.” 

The Saudi private sector has 
been absorbing some of the added 
insurance costs from it profits so 
as to limit the commodity price 
increases, D ahlan said. 

He said the war has still pushed 
up the prices of basic commodities 
by around 25 per cent but those of 
some consumer durables fell by 
almost 30 per cent. 

Dahlan said the frill in durables* 
prices was due to a falloff in 
demand: “In a wartime situation, 
people tend to save their money 


by maintaining their luxury items 
for a longer period.” 

He complained that some West- 
ern suppliers were asking for pay- 
ment up front, instead of allowing 
payment to be deferred as in the 
past. 

“Some companies insist on tak- 
ing their money in advance," 
Dahlan said. “We can understand 
this, but we believe their attitude 
is a little bit exaggerated." 

The war has led to the post- 
ponement of a number of invest- 
ment projects, he acknowledged. 

“These investments have not 
been cancelled, but postponed, 
especially in the Eastern Province 


of Saudi Arabia where the war is 
taking {dace,” Dahlan said. 

But he said other projects were 
proceeding normally, including a 
large petrochemical comlex in 
Yanbu on the Red Sea, and he 
painted a generally rosy picture of 
the Sandi economy. 

“The Saudi economy is very 
strong and we are acting on that 
basis,” Dahlan said. “The govern- 
ment hasn't dosed any of its 
industrial, agricultural or estate 
funds although most of us ex- 
pected it to do so as a result of the 
war and the economic difficulties 
which might develop from it.” 


Bush requests $295 billion for military 



oceivftj 

B? - Herr; * 

I 

\ 

* w 

a 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Faced with pressure to cut arms 
spending despite the Gulf war 
and new strains in U.S.-Soviet 
relations, President George Bush 
Monday asked Congress for a 
$295.2 billion defence budget for 
the 1992 financial year, $3.7 bil- 
lion less than current spending. 

.The proposal does not indude 
funds for rising U.S. costs of die 
Gulf war, estimated to be over 
$500 nriDi pn daily. But the De- 
fence Department .will ask Coif 
gress this month for an addition 
to the current $298.9 billion 
budget to help pay that cost 

The budget for the financial 
year beginning next Oct. 1 is part 
of a five-year mOitaiy reduction 
plan winch would sharply cut the 
number of U.S. troops, warships, 
aircraft and other weapons by the 
end of 1995. 

While it seeks reductions in 
programmes, it also calls for a 
major increase to $4.58 biffion 
next year for the controversial 
Star Wars space-based anti- 
missile programme. 

Among programmes to be 
halted in the next two years 


would be the army’s Bradley 
fighting vehicle, the navy Trident 
ballistic miarnle submarine, the air 
■force F-16 fighter jet and mod- 
ernisation of .the navy F-14D 
fighter jet. • 

The c urr ent fleet of 14 navy 
aircraft camera would be reduced 
to 12 by tire end of fiscal 1995. 
The number of ships in the navy 
would drop from the current 545 
to 451. 

But among the most divisive 
.issues in the 1992 budget are 
expected to be Bosh's proposed 
$1.68 trillion increase in the lag- 
ging Strategic Defence Initiative 
(SDI), commonly called Star 
Wars, and a Pentagon request for 
$4.8 billkm for the radar-avoiding 
B-2 Stealth bomber. 

The Pentagon spending plan 
for 1992 could be changed drasti- 
cally in coming months in a fight 
over car r e n t and future military 
needs based on the Gulf war and 
changin g U.S.-Soviet relations. 

Most members of Congress are 
pressing for deep cuts in defence 
spending to help reduce the 
federal deficit. But many have 
also voiced concerns over what 


they see as a threat by right-wing 
forces in Moscow to Soviet milit- 
ary redactions and the move to- 
wards a more democratic govern- 
ment. 

Monday’s defence proposal en- 
visions military outlays of $295.2 
billion next year, $292 billion in 
1993, $286.7 billion in 1994, 
$288.6 Union in 1995 and $293.2 
bflhou in 1996. Those figures 
represent a major drop after 
allowing for inflation. 

Under the long-range plan, 
America’s two-million-member 
armed forces would be reduced 
by over 111,000 next year and by 
nearly 400,000 by the end of 
1995. That long-range cut is plan- 
ned despite a Gulf war which has 
forced Defence Secretary Dick 
Cheney to call up over 200,000 
part-time reserve troops to sup- 
port a half- mini on U.S. tTOOpS 
now in the region. 

The Pentagon will seek $4.58 
Ulhon for la g gin g Star Wars next 
year. 

The proposal would far exceed 
the $2.9 UUon being spent tills 
year on the SDI programme, 
which former president Ronald 


Reagan launched in 1983 to de- 
fend the United States agajrat 
any massive Soviet nuclear 
attack. 

After a modest initial ontlay of 
$1.4 billion following Reagan's 
proposal, Star Wars spending 
dim bed to a peak of $3.6 billion 
in 1989. Since then, it has drop- 
ped steadSy to a low of $2.9 
bflfion in the current fiscal year 
based on budget reductions and 
improvements in U.S.-Soviet re- 
lations. 

Bush told Congress in his State 
of tiie Union speech last Tuesday 
night that he wanted to focus SDI 
on mounting defences against 
more limite d attack* rather than 
massive Soviet attack. 

Bnt analysts said that Congress 
was unlikely to approve either a 
major Star Wars increase or the 
full $4.8 UUion sought for the 
radar-avoiding B-2. 

Only two of the B-2 shave been 
built. The air forcewants to buy 
75 of them at an expected cost of 
$850 million each. 

Bush, constrained by war and 
recession, Monday sent Congress 
a $1.15 trillion budget that is 
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509.0 

U.S. dollar 

664-0 668.0 

Detcfa guilder 4013 

403.7 

Pound Sterling 

13114 13193 

Sw«fi*h crown 120.7 



4523 4553 

121.4 


529.9 533J 

BaBan Ha (tor 100) 603 

60.6 

French franc 

132.9 133.7 

Belgian franc (for 10) 219.7 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 




LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Monday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 




One ounce of gold 


1.9800/9810 

U.S. dollar 

1.1585/95 

Canadian dollar 

1.4628/35 

Deutschemarks 

1.6490/6500 

Dutch guilders 

1.2511/18 

Swiss francs 

30.15/20 

Belgian francs 

4.9800/50 

French francs 

1100/1101 

Italian lire 

131.1000 

-Japanese yen 

5.4975/25 

Swedish crowns 

5.7400/50 

Norwegian crowns 

5.6470/20 

Danish crowns 

I 366.75/36725 

U.S. dollars 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


-SYDNEY — After a shaky start, stocks closed higher as buyers 
took -heart fbHowing’a sharp rally in (he bond market. The AH 
Ordinaries Index surged 16.9 points to 1,319-4. 

TOKYO — Stocks closed firmer for the first time in six trading 
days, as most participants ignored developments in the Gulf and 
concentrated on corporate earnings and other domestic factors. 
The Nikkei Index closed up 130.66 points at 23,287.36. 
HONG KONG — Institutional buying of blue chips and positive 
sentiment sent share prices higher in quiet trading. The Hang 
Seng Index ended up 16.73 points at 2,130.54. 

SINGAPORE — Shares dosed firmer on a buying spree by 
individual investors ahead of Chinese New Year. The Straits 
Times Index dosed up 5.93 points at 1,273.65. 

BOMBAY — Shares finished sharply higher on widespread 
buying by state-run mutual funds. The Bombay Stock Exchange 
Index rallied 30.09 points to'T,052.03. 

FRANKFURT — German shares failed to follow through on a 
strong opening but the Dax Index dosed 8.52 points ahead at 
1,435.03 — the highest dose since Dec. 19. 

PARIS — The CAC-40 Index rose 3.65 points to 1,581.73. “There 
has been some buying but it has been very, very selective,” said 
one trader. “People are looking at stocks that have been 
ignored." 

LONDON — Profit-taking chipped away early highs. The FTSE 
Index dosed at 2,172.4 up 6.7. 

NEW YORK — Investors flocked to secondary issues: At 1640 
GMT the Dow Jones Industrials were up 9.16 points to 2,739.85. 
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likely to be remembered more for 
its record defidt than any of its 
new initiatives. 

The spending plan for the fiscal 
year starting Oct. 1 seeks more 
money for the war on drags, 
space exploration and education. 
But in most casese, the increases 
are modest. 

The budget also proposes giv- 
ing the states complete control 
over some $21 billion in federal 
aid in areas ranging from educa- 
tion to sewerage construction. 

But overhanging the entire 
budget were the forecast for the 
largest defidt in U.S. history. 
The budget said the defidt for the 
current fiscal year would hit 
$318.1 billion, meaning that 
through this year the government 
will be going into debt at a rate of 
nearly $1 billion a day. 

For fiscal year 1992, the presi- 
dent’s budget forecasts that the 
defidt will decline slightly to 
<$280.9 billion, a figure that still 
would be for above the previous 
, defidt record of $221.1 billion set 
in 1966. 

Hie U.S. government blamed 
the flood of red ink on the reces- 
sion and on the huge costs of the 
rescuing insolvent financial in- 
stitutions. 

White House Budget Director 
Richard Damian pegged $105.5 
billion of the 1991 defidt increase 
orithe financial system bailout 
and said another $87 billion was 
caused by foiling government re- 
ceipts, due primarily to the reces- 
sion. 

Da his budget message. Bush 
conceded that the longest peace- 
time economic expansion in his- 
tory had been “temporarily inter- 
rupted” bat he contended that his 
budget proposals would enhance 
the chances for future growth by 
increasing investments for educa- 
tion, research and development 
and the conn try’s transportation 
system. 

Bush said his budget “lays the 
groundwork of a brighter future, 
protects our national interests 
and helps create the conditions 
for long-term economic growth 
and prosperity." 

The 1992 budget calls for gov- 
ernment spending of $1,116 tril- 
lion, a 2.6 per cent increase over 
the current fiscal year, meaning 
that the overall increase will not 
keep up with inflation. Govern- 
ment revenues are projected to 
total $1,165 trillion with the 
shortfall representing the $280.9 
billion defidt projected for 1992. 

Reflecting the eternal optim- 
ism of presidential budgets, Bush 
still predicts that be can balance 
the government’s books, project- 
ing the budget will be in surplus 
by $19.9 billion in 1996. That 
would be the last year of Bush's 
second term if he is reelected next 
year. 

The president recommends a 
budget, but Congress must autho- 
rise government spending. 

To pay for the programmes 
being increased and to help re- 
duce the budget deficits, the 
administration is seeking to save 
$16.6 billion over five years by 

Oil prices : 
stay on 
short leash 

LONDON (R) — Oil prices re- 
mained steady in quiet trading 
Monday in the absence of any 
major market-moving develop- 
ments in the Gulf war. 

North Sea Brent crude, used as 
a marker for internationally 
traded crude oils, stood at $19.75 
a barrel for the March futures 
contract on London’s Interna- 
tional Petroleum Exchan g e at 
1800 GMT, seven cents below 
Friday’s dose. 

The light mule contracts for 
March cm the New York Futures 
Market traded at the same time at 
arotmd $20.98, down 36 cents 
from Friday* 

The lack of activity reflected a 
general reluctance to take risks. 


cutting such government prog- 
rames as medicare, form sub- 
sidies, student aid and child nutri- 
tion. 

It (fid not propose any tax 
increases to help narrow the de- 
ficits but instead called for a tax 
cut in capital gains, the profits 
earned from the sale of invest- 
ments. 

The budget was buflt on an 
economic forecast that acknow- 
ledged a recession, albeit a brief 
and mild one with an economic 
rebound occuring by mid-year. 

If the recession turns out to be 
deeper, it would make the defidt 
forecast even worse. Another 
major factor which could send the 
deficit soaring was the cost of the 
Gulf war. 

Pat man said Monday that the 
budget assumed the war would 
cost the United States $15 billion 
with the rest coming from con- 
tributions from foreign countries, 
a projection that critics call highly 
suspect. Darman said foreign 
pledges already totalled $51 bil- 
lion. 

Just a year ago, officials were 
estimating that tiie 1992 defidt 
would be $25 billion and on the 
way to a surplus in 1993, when a 
balance budget was to be re- 
quired by law. 

The law never produced the 
promised defidt reductions and 
the old targets were scrapped last 
year when Congress passed a 
measure focusing more on con- 
trolling spending that reaching 
specific defidt targets. 

The October budget package 
was hailed as the largest defidt 
reduction effort in history, in- 
cluding $182 billion in spending 
cuts and tax increases over five 
years. 

However, the savings en- 
visioned in that proposal have 
been overtaken by the current 
recession and the savings and 
loan bailout. 


Prices go up in Turkey to 
fund mili tary spending 

ISTANBUL (R) — A fresh round of price increases has hit Turkey 
for state-controlled goods and services. A government official said 
they were to help fund growing defence spending. 

Prices rose by 10 per cent in the state-run paper industry Monday 
while telephone and post fores were raised by between 30 and 45 per 
cent electricity prices by three per cent at the weekend. 

Domestic air fores will rise by between 26.1 and 33.3 per cent on 
Feb. 15 and government sources said price hikes were on way for 
sugar, tea, railway fores, iron and steel and state-run tobacco 
products. 

The public sector price increases are likely to spread fits into the 
economy and push inflation higher. Inflation on a year-on-year basis 
rose 62 per cent in January from 60.4 per cent in December. 

Detergent prices went up by up to 25 per cent, flour by 20 per cent 
and cooking oil by 17 per cent at the weekend, the liberal daily 
MHliyet reported. 

The bulk of some $913 million Turkey received so for in Western 
aid to recoup its Gulf losses bad gone to defence spending. Finance 
Minister Adnan Kahved has said. 

Nine out of every 10 Turks are against war, recent newspaper polls 
show. 

In further signs of Ankara’s growing cash bottleneck, businessmen 
said the government was suspending debt payments to die private 
sector and newspapers have said the state has “seized” cash holdings 
of profitable state firms. 

Academicians in Istanbul told Renters Monday universities were 
ordered to cut all budgeted spending. The government has also 
banned strikes for two mouths dting the Gulf war. 

The 1991 budget envisages a defidt of 20.05 trillion lira ($6.7 
billion), more than double last year’s estimated defidt of 9.4 trillion 
lira ($3.1 billion) — or nine per cent of gross national product. 


A JORDANIAN 




ET SEEKS EMPLOYMENT 


A Jordanian man with very good English language and 
long experience in business office work and management 
gained in Jordan, Kuwait, Britain and USA. 

Pis. call Tel: 687104 


“FURNISHED APARTMENT— 

FOft RENt” 

A super furnished apartment consisting of 
three bedrooms, three bathrooms, one recep- 
tion and dining room, kitchen and maid room 
plus a storage room in the basement and 
telephone installed. 

Location: Al-Fieha Shmeisani - behind King 
Abdallah Gardens - Amman 

Please contact Tel. 604117 dally not later 
than 4:00 p.m. 





FACILITATE PRESS PERMITS 
REUTERS NEWS SCREEN & TERMINAL 
ASSOCIATED PRESS NEWS TERMINAL 
COVERAGE OF “WAR IN THE GULF " NEWS 24 HRS DAILY IN 
THE PRESS BAR ON THE 10TH FLOOR 
DIRECT INTL TELEPHONES & TELEXES 
INDIVIDUAL TELEFAX LINES 

FULL SECRETARIAL SERVICES INCLUDING TRANSLATION 
FROM & TO ARABIC, ENGUSH SPANISH , GERMAN , 

ITALIAN , & FRENCH 

AIRLINE RESERVATION & TICKETING . 

SPECIAL PACKAGES FOR REPORTERS . 


The PhkxJdpNa 

tNISBUnONM. HOTEL MANMIDKNT GROW INTER NATONAL 




FOR FURTHER INFO . PLEASE CALL SALES DEPARTMENT TEL . 663100 FAX . 665160 
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Lithuanian leaders counterattack 


against pro- Kremlin Party 


VILNIUS. USSR (AP) — 

Lithuanian authorities have gone 
on the counterattack against the 
leadership of the republic's pro- 
Kremlin Communist Party. 

Officials also said the Krem- 
lin's crackdown on T fthuani ari 
independence caused 36 million 
rabies (S57.6 million) in property 


In Moscow, the Communist 
Party blamed separatist move- 
ments in Lithuania and other 
republics for creating a "social 
crisis in the country (that) has 
reached the danger limit, beyond 
which destructive soda! upheav- 
als are possible." 

The Lithuanian prosecutor has 
started an investigation of Jnozas 
Jarmala vicius, the ideology chief 
of the Lithuanian Communist 
Party faction that is loyal to Mos- 
cow, said parliament spokesman 


Audrius AzabaBs. 

Jarmala vidns, 51, describes 
hinwswif as a spokesman for die 
National Salvation Committee, a 
shado wy group that reportedly 
requested the Jan. 13 Soviet 
troop assault ' on the Vilnius 
broadc a st centre that killed 13 
people. 

The committee later proc- 
laimed it had seized power in the 
republic. 

Aznbahs did not say what 
charges Jarmala vidus might face- 

Bnt the TASS news agency 
reported that Jannalavidus was 
under a criminal investigation for 
public calls for violating the 
sovereignty of the Lithuanian 
state and urging the violent over* 
throw of the state. 

TASS also quoted parliament 
officials as saying that an haves' 
tigation has begun into whether 


“functionaries" of the Central 
Committee of the Lithuanian 
Communist Party were members 
of die National Salvation Com- 
mittee »"*< took part in what it 
described as “unconstitutional" 

activities. 

Lithuania's Economics Minis- 
try said the month-long actions by 
Soviet troops have damaged 
equipment, roads, buddings and 
cars, according to Azubafis. 

Property losses from the Jan. 
13 attacks by Soviet paratroopers 
and tanks totalled 17.6 minion 
rabies ($28.16 million), AzubaKs 
said. 

Throughout VUmns, damage to 
pavement and other public facili- 
ties was put at 3 million rubles 
($4.8 million). Soviet forces occu- 
pied several buildings in the 
capital before die Jan. 13 assault. 
AzubaKs said several thousand 


people were thrown out of work 
because their offices were occu- 
pied. 

The troops seized a police 
academy, the republic’s main 
publishing plant, a newsprint 
warehouse and other buildings, 
taking them away from pro- 
independence forces. 

Lithuania is leading a cam- 
paign by the Baltic republics to 
regain the independence they lost 
when Soviet troops took co n trol 
in 1940. President Mikhail Gor- 
Jjachev has said Lithuania, Latvia 
and Estonia most bold a referen- 
dum on independence if they 
want to leave the union. 

Lithuanians are scheduled to 
register their opinion in a "gener- 
al poll" on independence on Feb. 
9, but it is not dear whether 
Gorbachev will accept the results. 


Civil war inevitable, Soviet colonel says 


MOSCOW (AP) — Viktor 
Alksnis says he’s "just a regular 
gay," but Soviet reformers call 
him one of the "black colonels'* 
forcing Mikhail S. Gorbachev to 
roll back reforms or face a bloody 
civil war. 

"The conflict could start at any 
moment," Alksnis said in an in- 
terview last week wife the Associ- 
ated Press. “The situation in hot 
spots of the Soviet Union is so 
bad that spontaneous military ac- 
tion might take place there.” 

Alksnis, forgoing bis bine air 
force snipes, wore a black leather 
. jacket and badges identifying him 
as a member of the Soviet and 
Latvian legislatures. 

Lounging in his suite at die 
Moscow Hotel near the Kremlin, 
the tall, beefy 40-year-cld radar 
-engineer seemed an unlikely 
candidate to lead the reaction 
against Gorbachev's reforms. 
Alksnis ’s grandfather, a three- 
star general in the Red Army, 
was shot as a traitor by- dictator 
Joseff Stalin. 

Alksnis says he has three poli- 
tical goals: a state based on laws 
rather than power, an economy 
based on market forces rather 
than central planning along the 
Stalinist model, and a voluntary 
rather than a forced federation of 
the 15 Soviet republics. 

Yet, a few minutes after former 
Foreign Secretary Eduard A. 
Shevardnadze announced his res- 
ignation - on Dec. 20 with the 


warning that “dictatorship" was 
stalking the Kremlin, Alksn is 
strode victoriously to the podium. 
Alksnis, his ice-blue eyes flashing 
under swept-back black hair, ap- 
plauded the resignation of She- 
vardnadze, considered a refor- 
mer, and proclaimed himself a 
“hawk” and a “reactionary.” 

Although Shevardnadze did 
not mention Alksnis by name, he 
castigated “colonels" who were 
using legislative pulpits to badger 
Gorbachev into undoing much of 
perse troika. 

Several reform newspapers 
have dubbed Alksnis and some of 
his colleagues the "black col- 
onels.” 

The seeming contradictions in 
Alksnis' position underscore the 
difficutiy of understanding the 
current political situation in the 
Soviet Union, where the refor- 
mers seem to be under attack by 
their former hero, Gorbachev. 
And such apparent hardliners as 
Alksnis adopt the form if not the 
substance of perestroika: demo-, 
cracy and greater openness. 

“Call me Viktor,” a jovial 
Alksnis said. He began the inter- 
view by proclaiming, “Fra just a 
regular guy.” 

The same Alksnis accuses Gor- 
bachev of betraying army officers 
who, responding to a call from 
the shadowy Lithuanian National 
Salvation Committee, attacked 
the Vilnius broadcast tower on 


Jan. 13. Thirteen civilians and one 
soldier were killed in the attack, 
the goriest chapter to date in the 
crackdown on the secessionist 
Baltic states. 

Gorbachev has denied advance 
knowledge of the Vilnius attack 
and other incidents that have 
claimed five lives in neighbouring 
Latvia. 

Alksnis said, “Gorbachev must 
have been informed.'' 

"Any movement of aimed 
troops in the Soviet Union can 
occur only if the president gives 
an order or is informed,” he said. 
"We don’t have a copy of this 
order, but the Defence Minister 
does not have the right to send 
troops to any part of the Soviet 
Union, especially in the Baltics, 
without having an order from the 
president.” 

Alksnis said Gorbachev sanc- 
tioned creation of the National 
Salvation Committee in the Bal- 
tics, intending them to rival 
elected legislatures. 

Gorbachev “wanted to estab- 
lish dual power in Lithuania and 
Latvia, and to make the Supreme 
Soviet (legislatures) and the com- 
mittees equal, and then to de- 
throne both and proclaim pres- 
idential rule in the republics,” 
said Alksnis. Since November, 
Alksnis has been demanding 
direct presidential rule in restive 
republics. 


N. Ireland 
bomb 
injures 
civilians 

BELFAST, Northern Ireland 
(AP) — A bomb exploded on a 
van parked outside an army camp 
in Sunday night, slightly injuring a 
number of dvihaiis, police said. 

British news reports said Irish 
Republican Army guerrillas 
forced a man to drive the 
explosive-laden van toward the 
military camp. No one immedate- 
iy claimed responsibility for the 
explosion near the camp in 
Magherafeft, County Londonder- 
ry- 

The bomb, which exploded be- 
side die base's perimeters fence, 
wrecked houses near the Ulster 
Defence Regiment base 48 
kilometres west of Belfast, a 
police spokesman said. 

“The house shook when the 
bomb went off,” said reporter 
Tommy Walls, who lives nearby. 
"I was watching television with 
my wife and young daughter when 
there was a massive blast at the 
back of the houses. 

“Everything went out for a few 
minutes and the boose filled with 
smoke. A1 the windows at the 
back of the bouse were blown in. 
It's the same story right along the 
street.” 





ARAB BANK 


Announces the opening of four new offices in 

Tareq Municipality, Al Hussein Camp, 

Ramtha & Petra 

Banking services started on Saturday 2 February 1991 
Each office provides the following services: 


Direct: 

— Opening of Accounts 

— Depositing and Withdrawing Cash 

— Cheque Deposits 
— Travellers Cheques 

— Cashing Incoming Transfers 

— Issuing Money Orders 

— Bills/Cheques for Collection 


Indirect (Thru the Branch)! 

— Issuing Cheque Books 

— Letters of Credit 

— Guarantees 

— Certified Cheques for Customers 

— Issuing Cards for the ATM 

— Collection Biils/In and Out 

— Credit Facilities Applications 


Clients who have accounts with any Arab Bank branch in Jordan can 
deposit and withdraw money from any of the offices. 

Al! Arab Bank branches and offices serve clients needs in cash foreign 
currencies morning and evening. 


Arab Bank 

Taieq Mumdpaflty Office 
Tareq Street 

P O Sox 8348 - dated Hussein 
A mman 

TeL & Fax 692143 


Arab Bank ■ 

A! Hussein Camp Office 
Mawtiait Street . 

P O Box 8348 - Jabaf Hussein 

Amman 

Tel: 612151 


Arab Bank Arab Bank 

Hamtte Office Petra Office 

Nasser At-Ta8aq StreetfRantiha Petra City Visitors Centre 
POBn-16-MM PO Ba*135-Ma*ai 

-Tel: (02)282761 '{023282762 Tel: (03)83435 
Tef.li Fax: {02)282763' TeL&Ffflc (03)83436 


EC considers easing S. Africa 
sanctions, punishing Soviet Union 

m « t nnhev. * 


BRUSSELS, Belgium (AP) — 
European Community (EC> 
foreign ministers met Monday to 
consider whether to ease sanc- 
tions against South Africa and 
punish the Soviet Union for its 
crackdown on the secessionist 
Baltic republics. 

Tbe foreign ministers were also 
to consider proposals aimed at 
overhauling the EC’s farm sub- 
sidy policy that could offer better 
prospects for breaking the impas- 
se in the Uruguay round world 
trade talks. 

Danish Foreign Minister Uffe 
EHemaxm- Jensen said that if the 
"new and very positive develop- 
ments” continue in South Africa, 
"it will ooly be a matter of a very 
short time until sanctions will be 
lifted.” 

On Friday, South African Pres- 
ident F.W. de Klerk asked parlia- 
ment to repeal all the remaining 
major apartheid laws. 

“We welcome his statement,” 
Irish Foreign Minister Gerald 
Collins said as he entered tbe EC 
meeting. “It shows how 
courageous he is.” 

British Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hurd was expected to 
push for the lifting of the mild 
economic sanctions tbe EC im- 
posed against the white minority 
government in 1986. 

However, it was considered 


unlikely that a final decision 
would be taken at Monday’s 
meeting. 

The 12-nation trade bloc cur- 
rently bans imports of iron, steel 
anH gold coins from South Africa. 

At an EC summit in Rome in 
December, tbe member states 
lifted a ban on new investment in 
South Africa in support of De 
Klerk’s earlier reform poticies- 

Tbe EC foreign ministers will 
consider whether to cool 
relations with the Soviet Union 
to protest the KremKn’s recent 
bloody crackdown on the inde- 
pendence movements in the three 
Baltic republics. 

The EC member states are set 
to put a $540 nnltion technical 
assistance programme to the 
Soviets on hold. The European 
Par liam ent already suspended 
discussion of a $1 billion food aid 
programme Until the end of the 
month. 

But German Foreign Minister 
Hans Dietrich Genscher said 
Sunday that despite the current 
turmoil, the “basis of long-term 
and increasingly dose coopera- 
tion with the Soviet Union must 
not be abandoned, much less 
destroyed.” 

Often mired in internal strife, 
the member states win also study 
progress in talk* aimed at de- 
veloping foreign and security 


PC CbUins said Sunday that the 
Gulf crisis “hasn't made it any 

easier for as fet ve are •A 
determined to move down that 

fine.” 

The EC ministers are looking 
at using diplomacy to establish a 
post-Gulf war order. 

Genscher said the Conference 
on Security and Cooperations 
Europe agreement could be used 
as die baas for a new Middle East 
order based on renumcahon ot 
force, disarmament and coopera- 
tion, the recognition of the state 
of Israel and the Palestinians 
right of setf-determination- 

“Tbc Community should play a 
fan role as best it can to ensure 
that the post-crisis, situation is 
approached as well as possible, 
Collins said. 

The minis ters also will farther 
a proposed overhaul of the 
ECs coaly farm subsidy policy 
that has stalled progress in the 
Uruguay round of world trade 
talks. The United States and the 
Cairns Group of agriculture ex- 
porting nati ons blame the EC's 
farm support programmes for the 
•lack of a breakthrough in the 
talks. 

The outline for the proposed 
overhaul project calls for tight- 
ened controls on ^overproduction 1 
■ and cuts in price supports. 


Church accuses Salvadorean 
army of massacring peasants 


SAN SALVADOR, El Salvador 
(AP) — The Roman Catholic 
Church’s Legal Aid Office has 
accused army troops of last 
’ month's massacre of 15 peasants. 
It called the slaughter "a sum- 
mary and arbitrary execution” 
and “a grave violation of interna- 
tional humanitarian law.” 

Tbe office issued a 17-page 
document describing tbe mas- 
sacre of eight women and seven 
men the night of Jan. 21-22 in the 
hamlet of El Zapote, 10 
kflometrcs north of San Salvador. 

"The characteristics of the case 
and the manner in which it hap- 
pened... lead logically to the pre- 
sumption that all the evidence 
indicates solely and exclusively 
tbe responsibility of members of 
the 1st infantry brigade,” said the 
office, El Salvador’s most widely 
respected human rights organisa- 
tion. 

According to children who 


escaped the massacre, the vic- 
tims, who ranged in age from 14 
to 68 years, were roused from 
sleep in their bamboo-and-mud 
homes at about 11 p.m. on Jan. 
21 by several men wearing dark 
uniforms and armed with rifle 
and knives. Tbe attackers’ faces 
wre covered with kerchiefs, the 
witnesses said 

Over the coarse of the next two 
horns, the houses were ransacked 
and their adult occupants killed 
— 12 of them tty knife wounds 
and three by bullets. 

The Legal Aid report, based on 
interviews with children and 
neighbours of the victims, pre- 
sents arguments that led the 
office to .discard either robbery or 
inter-family fend as motives for 
the slayings. It concluded tbe 
motive must then have had to do 
with the country’s 11-year-old 
civil war between leftist rebels 


and the U.S.-backed military. 

Tbe evidence cited was circum- 
stantial and did not indude con- 
crete proof, such as ballistics tests 
or fingerprints, implicating indi- 
vidual members of** the San 
Salvador-based 1st Infantry Bri- 


Tbe church said it had been 
more than 13 months since armed 
insurgents had been known to 
pass through El Zapote but that, 
on the other hand, the hamlet 
was the scene of almost con- 
tinuous army patrol. It pointed 
out that 1st Brigade troops main- 
tained a guard post at an electric- 
ity generating plant about half a 
mfle north of the scene of the 
crime. 

It said survivors and neigh- 
bours reported that the attackers 
arrived from tbe north and with- 
drew toward the north after com- 
mitting the massacre. 


Vital equipment was not working 
when U.S. planes collided — experts 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Federal 
investigators said Sunday that the 
controller's view of tbe airport 
railway where a Usair jetliner 
crushed a smaller commuter 
plane was blocked by a tight pole, 
and a key radar system wasn't 
working. 

The controller directed tbe jet- 
liner and tbe smaller plane onto 
tbe same airport runway, result- 
ing in a crash that killed 33 
people. 

The controller was also busy 
talking to another controller mo- 
ments before the crash, Am Bur- 
nett of the National Transporta- 
tion Safety Board (NTSB) said 
late Sunday at a news conference. 

Tbe NTSB Saturday released 
highlights of about five minutes 
of conversation between the con- 
trol tower and pilots just before 
the crash Friday night at Los 
Angeles International Airport. 

Burnett said the taped, tower 


traffic showed Usair Flight 1493 
twice asked the controller for 
permission to land and received 
no response. 

About two minutes before the 
crash, a controller directed oom- 
rmiter Skywest Flight 5569 with 
12 people aboard to enter runway 
24 left for takeoff, and the tape 
had the same controller giving the 
Usair pilot permission to land on 
24-left 

Tbe tape also included an un- 
identified voce shouting: “What 
the helL” 

Moments later, controllers ack- 
nowledged a collision and fire 
had occurred on the runway. 

Burnett, who gave an oral 
account of tbe tapes, would not 
say whether the controller had 
erred. 

"We don’t deal in terms of 
fault. That’s a word the safety 
board doesn’t use,” he said. 

Within seconds of touching 


down after a westbound descent 
over Los Angeles, the twin-jet 
Usair Boeing 737 ran into die 
back of the smaller plane, which 
was about to take off. 

The controller, whose name 
wasn’t released, and her super- 
visor submitted to mine drag 
tests, Burnett said. Blood tests 
for alcohol also were requested of 
the two and four other controllers 
on duty at the time. 

The controller and her super- 
visor, under standard procedure, 
have been placed on adminisfra- 
tive duty and wil l not handle air 
traffic until the NTSB investiga- 
tion is completed. 

Barnett said Sunday a federal 
investigator in tbe control tower 
noted that four light poles fllumi- 
naiing a baggage-handling area 
blocked the view of the crash site. 
“One of those structures was 
dead in the middle,” Burnett 
said. 


T rial of 
Winnie 
Mandela 
begins . 

JOHANNESBURG (AP) — 
Winnie Mandela, looking relaxed 
and confident, appeared in court 
Monday to face charges of assault 
and kidnapping. 

Tbe trial involves more than a 
criminal proceeding against the 
wife of African National Congress 
Deputy President Neslou Mande- 
la. It also poses a threat to the 
credibility of Neslou Mandela, 
the ANC and even talks on en- 
ding white-rale. 

Prosecutors were given a four- 
hour delay to question witnesses 
as Mis. Mandela and three co- 
defendants appeared fa the cour- 
troom. Four other defendants did 
not appear and prosecutors said 
they would seek warrants for 
their arrests. 

The four missing co- 
defendants, wbo were ordered to 
report to police stations weekly 
under conditions set last year, 
have failed to do so since Decem- 
ber, police said last week. 


Thai premier to push 
for Cambodian accord 


BANGKOK (AP) — Thailand's 
prime minister Monday agreed to 
try to bring together Cambodia’s 
waning factions a gain to discuss a 
draft U.N. peace plan, the gov- 
ernment spokesman said. 

Prime Minister Chatichai 
Cboonhavan met with Indonesian 
Foreign Minister Ali AJatas, 
French Deputy Foreign Minister 
Edwige A vice and U.N. Deputy 

Undersecretary General Rafeeud- 

din Ahmad. The prime minister 
was asked to help arrange a meet- 
ing of Cambodia’s Supreme 
National Council, government 
spokesman Pridiyatorn Tevakul 
told a news conference. 

The 12-member council consists 
of an equal number of representa- 
tives of the Vietnamese-installed 
.Cambodian government and the 
three guerrilla factions. 

Q* a richai agreed to con tac t the 
factions within the next two 
weeks, but no date or site had 
been decided for a meeting Pri- 
diyatora said. 

The Supreme National Council 
last met m Paris fa December 
w “ e f n rt failed to agree on the draft 
of tbe U.N. plan. The proposal 


calls for disarming the factions 
and a major U.N. involvement fa 
Cambocfia’s administration before 
national elections. 

The guerrillas fully support the 
plan, but the Phnom Penh govern- 
ment has rejected some key ele- 
ments. 

Alatas, Ms. A vice and Ahmad 
were also scheduled to meet rep- 

*** thrce goenflla 
factions. They arrived fa Bangkok 
Sunday from Vietnam, whenfdis- 
cussions were held with Viet- 
namese leaders on the U.N. plan. 

AJatas told reporters on his 
arrival in Bangkok that the talks 
m Hfanoi had been quite positive 
^d pledged to support 
efiwtoby France and Indonesia to 
ovwcome objections to the peace 
gn by discussing it withthe 
Cambodian government, be said. 

Penh ’ s official radio 
Smwday welcomed the talksfa 

a»d the government's insistence 
** “y negotiations SkefaS 
aammi Cambodia-, 
and guarantee against a 
power of Pol Pot’s KhmerS^? 



US. soldier* bank 

sperm before 
shipping out 

SEATTLE (APJ-Sok&wu. 
ried thev may be killed wrajww 
fa tbe Gulf war are bankm^Mr 
sperm ax hospitals before 
fang out. "Most are woirred 
faey'U be killed, injured or Re- 
jected to chemical mubnmS 
won’t be able to reproduce, ntd 
Mary Forster, director of the 
Reproductive Genetics Dmaoo 
as Seatle's Swedish Hospital, "f 
was shocked when ilfam 
started.” Officials 
Hospital and at Puget Sound Hos- 
pital in Tacoma said they tare 
received several pbooc caHs. m- 
quiring about the sperm tart 
since August, when the U.S. 
military buildup began m ae. 
Middle East. The hospitals bare 
frozen and stored tbe sperm of 
several soldiers. One unmarried 
19-year-old Marine bad his sperm 
foxzen at Swedish Hospital fast 
September. “He said that if 
something happened to hnn and 
he couldn't reproduce, it would 
be extremelv devastating to him." 
Forster said. “He said bavfag m 
famil y had always been very im- 
portant to him." One couple wfao 
stored the husband's sperm at the 
Puget Sound Hospital has already 
picked out names for dnkleni 
that could be conceived, Diaooc 
Smith, associate director of tbe 
hospital's Sperm Bank. said. 
Sperm Bank technology, where 
sperm is frozen and stored for an 
indefinite period fa liquid iw- 
fogen, has been widely avaifabc 
for 10 years. • 

Women's underwear 
good-luck charm 
for U.S. soldiers 

NORTHERN SAUDI ARABIA, 
(R) — You would never 

what some men take into 1 

In the U.S. army's Airborne 
vision, some soldiers are tuck 
underwear sent by their wives 
girlfriends into their helmets 
good-luck charms and mer — 
toes. Medical Sergeant Sal G* 

Jr. doffed his helmet the 
day, glanced about furtively and-! 
then pulled a perfume-sccntedl 
pair of panties from his ballet-., 
proof helmet. “When I put rr.jjf 
helmet on, l think of her because' 
of the perfume," said the 24-year- 
old Garda, from Norwalk, Cali- 
fornia. “Her" is a woman named 
Kelly that Garda met just a 
month before he left for Saadi 
Arabia ii August. He says the 
panties will bring him luck 
when he goes into bank and re- 
mind Ism that someone is waiting 
for him back home. Others say 
they plan to follow Garcia's ex- 
ample. One said he spent two 
months persuading his wife to 
send him some of her underwear. 
She finally relented, but now be is 
embarrassed each time he has to 
wash them. Sergeant Christopher 
Bolner of Lexington. Kentucky, 
said he sent his girlfriend’s black 
panties back because the constant 
reminder proved too much for 
him. “I was going nuts," he said. 
The majority of soldiers carry 
more conventional mementoes — 
photographs of their loved ones. 

Bishop says 
St Paul may 
have been gay 

WASHINGTON (R) — a con- 
troversial U.S. bishop has stirred 

the biggest row of his career wirh 

a new book saying the Christian 
apostle St. Paul may have been ■ 
"self-loathing and repressed." 
homosexual. Episcopal Bishop 
John Shelby Spong 0 f Newark, 
New Jersey, told Reuters his just- 
published book speculating on 
the sexual proclivities of the re- 
nowned first century “apsotle to 
the gentiles’ was not meant as a 
afocisim. Spong said his new 
book on Rescuing the Bible From 
Fundamentalism aims at making 
writings of Paul and other Christ- 
ian scripture more relevant to 
modern readers. The bishop 
jwote that Paul was likely to have 
wen a secret homosexual and 
added: “Nothing else could 
account for Paul’s self-judging 
jfastonc, his negative feelingfor 
fas, own body and his sense of 
bemg controlled by something he 
„ no power to change.” 

fa* sparked am- 
aderable debate fa many Christ- 

jau^deuommations, fad,,^ ^ 

SSS ° f 5 n S and ’ Stoolk 

CwS and Spong’s Episcopal 
Chon* which is pan ofthe70 

™£L‘ m ? nbCT Anglican com- 

tfafag n 

vear 8 * S P on 8’ 

kXJ! * ccasured by fellow 
bishops for ordaining a seif- 

and h *** « a priest 

JSLS® c^saded for black, 
25“ ** ga y rights, including 
Aim* sanction for "gay 

r ve 5 *** cra2icst 

tve heard so far,” declared 
TheodJL. Archbishop 

toW of Spong’s book. 


